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A striking and inventive social history of the role of clothing in the making of modern Americans.

While fashions of the rich and famous have been lushly chronicled, little attention has been paid to the
meaning of clothes for everyone else. Yet between 1890 and the outbreak of World War II, as ready-to-wear
came into its own, the clothes of ordinary Americans claimed the nation's attention. Allied with civic virtue,
fashion now played an increasingly important role in shaping the national character.

Drawing on a wealth of sources -- from advertisements, trade journals, and health manuals to sermons,
science, and songs -- acclaimed historian Jenna Weissman Joselit shows how the length of a woman's skirt,
the shape of a man's hat, and the height of a pair of heels enabled Americans of every faith, color, and class
to feel part of the modern nation. As moral arbiters warned that extravagant attire might undermine equality,
and gentlemen worried that wearing colored shirts reared them less manly, the newly arrived and newly
emancipated -- immigrants and African-Americans -- wondered just how much jewelry was appropriate to
their new status as citizens. Engaging, imaginative, and original, A Perfect Fit uncovers a time in American
history when getting dressed was more about fitting in than standing out and vividly shows how clothes
expressed the spirit of democracy and the promise of America.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Wilson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the A Perfect Fit: Clothes, Character, and the Promise
of America is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Robert Thomas:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This A Perfect Fit: Clothes, Character,
and the Promise of America is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Eugene Hughes:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the top
record in your reading list is A Perfect Fit: Clothes, Character, and the Promise of America. This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Phyllis Thompson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and A Perfect Fit: Clothes, Character, and the Promise of
America or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes A Perfect Fit: Clothes, Character, and the Promise of America to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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