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Frank Kermode is one of the pre-eminent practitioners of the art of criticism in the English speaking world. It
has been his distinction to make a virtue ? as all the best critics have done ? of the necessarily occasional
nature of his profession. That virtue is evident on every page of this collection of essays.

In one group of essays he asks the reader to share his pleasure in a number of major writers ? Milton, T.S.
Eliot, Wallace Stevens. In another, he discusses ideas about problems in biblical criticism and their
implications for the study of narrative in particular and the interpretation of secular literary texts in general.
In them he gives clear accounts of questions relating to interpretation and the debate about canons.

A key essay looks at the career of William Empson, a career lived between literature and criticism, between
the pleasure of the text and the delight in conceptual issues which is characteristic of so much of the
contemporary taste for theory. It is Empson's career, perhaps, which is the foundation for the polemical
prologue to the book, where Kermode challenges those who doubt the possibility (and the necessity) of the
cross-over between literature and criticism, and who argue that criticism is mere appreciation, mere
connoisseurship, that theory has displaced criticism and has left literature in the dust, that theory is the avant-
garde of critical thought. This piece defines the author's position in the debate about literature and value.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brown:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the book untitled An Appetite for Poetry can be very good book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Cheryl Steele:

This An Appetite for Poetry is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this An Appetite for Poetry can be the light food
for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So
there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with
knowledge.

Kirk Qualls:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific An Appetite for Poetry can give you a lot of good
friends because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? Let me have An Appetite for Poetry.

Samantha Smith:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those guides have many
advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the book An
Appetite for Poetry we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative
person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life by this book An Appetite for Poetry. You can more pleasing than now.
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