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The cannibal has played a surprisingly important role in the history of thought--perhaps the ultimate symbol
of savagery and degradation-- haunting the Western imagination since before the Age of Discovery, when
Europeans first encountered genuine cannibals and related horrible stories of shipwrecked travelers eating
each other. An Intellectual History of Cannibalism is the first book to systematically examine the role of the
cannibal in the arguments of philosophers, from the classical period to modern disputes about such wide-
ranging issues as vegetarianism and the right to private property.

Catalin Avramescu shows how the cannibal is, before anything else, a theoretical creature, one whose fate
sheds light on the decline of theories of natural law, the emergence of modernity, and contemporary notions
about good and evil. This provocative history of ideas traces the cannibal's appearance throughout Western
thought, first as a creature springing from the menagerie of natural law, later as a diabolical retort to
theological dogmas about the resurrection of the body, and finally to present-day social, ethical, and political
debates in which the cannibal is viewed through the lens of anthropology or invoked in the service of moral
relativism.

Ultimately, An Intellectual History of Cannibalism is the story of the birth of modernity and of the
philosophies of culture that arose in the wake of the Enlightenment. It is a book that lays bare the darker
fears and impulses that course through the Western intellectual tradition
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From reader reviews:

Peter Clark:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book An Intellectual History of
Cannibalism. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Jon Harrill:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take An Intellectual History of Cannibalism as your daily
resource information.

Julie Slocum:

The book An Intellectual History of Cannibalism has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this
book.

Jon Watson:

The book untitled An Intellectual History of Cannibalism contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone,
or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.
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