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In 1949, Romania's fledgling communist regime unleashed a radical and brutal campaign to collectivize
agriculture in this largely agrarian country, following the Soviet model. Peasants under Siege provides the
first comprehensive look at the far-reaching social engineering process that ensued. Gail Kligman and
Katherine Verdery examine how collectivization assaulted the very foundations of rural life, transforming
village communities that were organized around kinship and status hierarchies into segments of large
bureaucratic organizations, forged by the language of "class warfare" yet saturated with vindictive personal
struggles.

Collectivization not only overturned property relations, the authors argue, but was crucial in creating the
Party-state that emerged, its mechanisms of rule, and the "new persons" that were its subjects. The book
explores how ill-prepared cadres, themselves unconvinced of collectivization's promises, implemented
technologies and pedagogies imported from the Soviet Union through actions that contributed to the
excessive use of force, which Party leaders were often unable to control. In addition, the authors show how
local responses to the Party's initiatives compelled the regime to modify its plans and negotiate outcomes.

Drawing on archival documents, oral histories, and ethnographic data, Peasants under Siege sheds new light
on collectivization in the Soviet era and on the complex tensions underlying and constraining political
authority.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Marburger:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get
a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Peasants under Siege: The Collectivization of Romanian Agriculture, 1949-1962.

Shellie Toy:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Peasants under Siege: The Collectivization of
Romanian Agriculture, 1949-1962 publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism Peasants under Siege: The Collectivization of Romanian Agriculture, 1949-1962 as good book
not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its
handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Edward Shaw:

Beside this kind of Peasants under Siege: The Collectivization of Romanian Agriculture, 1949-1962 in your
phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Peasants under Siege: The Collectivization of Romanian
Agriculture, 1949-1962 because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but
you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Evelyn Roberts:

This Peasants under Siege: The Collectivization of Romanian Agriculture, 1949-1962 is fresh way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this
Peasants under Siege: The Collectivization of Romanian Agriculture, 1949-1962 can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create



itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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