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The question of how U.S. foreign policy should manage relations with autocratic governments, particularly
in the Caribbean and Latin America, has always been difficult and complex. In The Dictator Next Door Eric
Paul Roorda focuses on the relations between the U.S. and the Dominican Republic following Rafael
Trujillo’s seizure of power in 1930. Examining the transition from the noninterventionist policies of the
Hoover administration to Roosevelt’s Good Neighbor policy, Roorda blends diplomatic history with analyses
of domestic politics in both countries not only to explore the political limits of American hegemony but to
provide an in-depth view of a crucial period in U.S. foreign relations.
Although Trujillo’s dictatorship was enabled by prior U.S. occupation of the Dominican Republic, the
brutality of his regime and the reliance on violence and vanity to sustain his rule was an untenable offense to
many in the U.S. diplomatic community, as well as to certain legislators, journalists, and bankers. Many U.S.
military officers and congressmen, however—impressed by the civil order and extensive infrastructure the
dictator established—comprised an increasingly powerful Dominican lobby. What emerges is a picture of
Trujillo at the center of a crowded stage of international actors and a U.S. government that, despite events
such as Trujillo’s 1937 massacre of 12,000 Haitians, was determined to foster alliances with any government
that would oppose its enemies as the world moved toward war.
Using previously untapped records, privately held papers, and unpublished photographs, Roorda
demonstrates how caution, confusion, and conflicting goals marked U.S. relations with Trujillo and set the
tone for the ambivalent Cold War relations that prevailed until Trujillo’s assassination in 1961. The Dictator
Next Door will interest Latin Americanists, historians, political scientists, and specialists in international
relations and diplomacy.
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From reader reviews:

James Lapham:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy
and the Trujillo Regime in the Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (American encounters/global interactions) as
the daily resource information.

Richard McCain:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Dictator Next
Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (American
encounters/global interactions) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The actual book untitled The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo Regime in
the Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (American encounters/global interactions)is the main one of several
books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world with this book.

Cecil Andrade:

The reserve untitled The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the
Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (American encounters/global interactions) is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the
Trujillo Regime in the Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (American encounters/global interactions) from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Harrison Colon:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and



the Trujillo Regime in the Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (American encounters/global interactions) can
give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor
Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (American encounters/global
interactions).
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