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The figure of the intellectual looms large in modern history, and yet his or her social place has always been
full of ambiguity and ironies. Between Utopia and Dystopia is a study of the movement that created the
identity of the universal intellectual: Erasmian humanism. Focusing on the writings of Erasmus and Thomas
More, Hanan Yoran argues that, in contrast to other groups of humanists, Erasmus and the circle gathered
around him generated the social space_the Erasmian Republic of Letters_that allowed them a considerable
measure of independence. The identity of the autonomous intellectual enabled the Erasmian humanists to
criticize established customs and institutions and to elaborate a reform program for Christendom. At the
same time, however, the very notion of the universal intellectual presented a problem for the discourse of
Erasmian humanism itself. It distanced the Erasmian humanists from concrete public activity and, as such,
clashed with their commitment to the ideal of an active life. Furthermore, citizenship in the Republic of
Letters threatened to lock the Erasmian humanists into a disembodied intellectual sphere, thus undermining
their convictions concerning intellectual activity and the production of knowledge. Between Utopia and
Dystopia will be of interest to scholars and students interested in Renaissance humanism, early modern
intellectual and cultural history, and political thought. It also has much to contribute to debates over the
identity, social place, and historical role of intellectuals.
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From reader reviews:

Luke Shaffer:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Between Utopia and Dystopia:
Erasmus, Thomas More, and the Humanist Republic of Letters book as this book offers you rich information
and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Scott Smith:

Between Utopia and Dystopia: Erasmus, Thomas More, and the Humanist Republic of Letters can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Between Utopia and Dystopia: Erasmus, Thomas More, and the Humanist Republic
of Letters although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial thinking.

Chester Hassel:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be Between Utopia and Dystopia: Erasmus, Thomas More, and the Humanist
Republic of Letters why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jeffrey Baptiste:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Between Utopia and Dystopia: Erasmus, Thomas More, and the Humanist Republic of Letters
will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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