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Of the some sixty thousand vacant properties in Philadelphia, half of them are abandoned row houses. Taken
as a whole, these derelict homes symbolize the city’s plight in the wake of industrial decline. But a closer
look reveals a remarkable new phenomenon—street-level entrepreneurs repurposing hundreds of these
empty houses as facilities for recovering addicts and alcoholics. How It Works is a compelling study of this
recovery house movement and its place in the new urban order wrought by welfare reform.

To find out what life is like in these recovery houses, Robert P. Fairbanks II goes inside one particular home
in the Kensington neighborhood. Operating without a license and unregulated by any government office, the
recovery house provides food, shelter, company, and a bracing self-help philosophy to addicts in an area
saturated with drugs and devastated by poverty. From this starkly vivid close-up, Fairbanks widens his lens
to reveal the intricate relationships the recovery houses have forged with public welfare, the formal drug
treatment sector, criminal justice institutions, and the local government.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Kovach:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled How It Works: Recovering Citizens in Post-Welfare Philadelphia. Try to
stumble through book How It Works: Recovering Citizens in Post-Welfare Philadelphia as your buddy. It
means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Marcia Ogburn:

The book How It Works: Recovering Citizens in Post-Welfare Philadelphia can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing
like a book How It Works: Recovering Citizens in Post-Welfare Philadelphia? Several of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book How It Works: Recovering Citizens in Post-Welfare Philadelphia has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Hermelinda Anthony:

The particular book How It Works: Recovering Citizens in Post-Welfare Philadelphia will bring you to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book How It Works: Recovering Citizens in Post-
Welfare Philadelphia is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Kyle Cook:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and How It Works: Recovering Citizens in
Post-Welfare Philadelphia as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes How It Works: Recovering Citizens in Post-Welfare Philadelphia to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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