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The last few decades have witnessed an extraordinary transfer of policy-making prerogatives from individual
nation-states to supranational institutions. If you think this is cause for celebration, you are not alone. Within
the academic community (and not only among students of international cooperation), the notion that political
institutions are mutually beneficial--that they would never come into existence, much less grow in size and
assertiveness, were they not "Pareto-improving"--is today's conventional wisdom. But is it true? In this richly
detailed and strikingly original study, Lloyd Gruber suggests that this emphasis on cooperation's positive-
sum consequences may be leading scholars of international relations down the wrong theoretical path.

The fact that membership in a cooperative arrangement is voluntary, Gruber argues, does not mean that it
works to everyone's advantage. To the contrary, some cooperators may incur substantial losses relative to the
original, non-cooperative status quo. So what, then, keeps these participants from withdrawing? Gruber's
answer, in a word, is power--specifically the "go-it-alone power" exercised by the regime's beneficiaries,
many of whom would continue to benefit even if their partners, the losers, were to opt out. To lend support to
this thesis, Gruber takes a fresh look at the political origins and structures of European Monetary Unification
and NAFTA. But the theoretical arguments elaborated in Ruling the World extend well beyond money and
trade, touching upon issues of long-standing interest to students of security cooperation, environmental
politics, nation-building--even political philosophy. Bold and compelling, this book will appeal to anyone
interested in understanding how "power politics" really operates and why, for better or worse, it is fueling
much of the supranational activity we see today.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Stoneman:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Ruling the World book is readable by means of you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Ruling the World
content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Ruling the World is not loveable to be your
top list reading book?

Mary Bunnell:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Ruling the World, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Mia Shaw:

The e-book untitled Ruling the World is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book,
therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-
book of Ruling the World from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Frances Fortier:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Ruling the World that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are
able to pick Ruling the World become your own personal starter.
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