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A deeply stirring account of one woman's experience teaching drama to women in prison.

I began to understand that female prisoners are not "damaged goods" and to recognize that most of these
women had toughed it out in a society that favors others-- by gender, class, or race. They are Desdemonas
suffering because of jealous men, Lady Macbeths craving the power of their spouses, Portias disguised as
men in order to get ahead, and Shylocks who, being betrayed, take the law into their own hands.

So writes Jean Trounstine in Shakespeare Behind Bars. In this gripping account, Trounstine, who spent ten
years teaching at Framingham Women's Prison in Massachusetts, focuses on six inmates who, each in her
own way, discover in the power of great drama a way to transcend the painful constraints of incarceration.
We meet:

* Dolly, a fiftyish grandmother who brings her knitting to classes and starts a battered-women's group in
prison
*Bertie, a Jamaican beauty estranged from her homeland, torn with guilt, and shunned for her crime
* Kit, a tough, wisecracking con who stirs up trouble whenever she can-- until she's threatened with losing
her kids
* Rose, an outsider in the prison community who lives with HIV and eventually gains acceptance through
drama
* Rhonda, a college-educated leader whose life falls apart when her father dies and who struggles in prison
to reestablish her roots
* Mamie, a nurse in the free world, now the prison gardener who makes cards with poetry and dried flowers
and battles her own illness behind bars

Shakespeare Behind Bars is a uniquely powerful work that gives voice to forgotten women, sheds a
compassionate light on a dark world, and proves the redemptive power of art and education.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Kelly:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled
Shakespeare Behind Bars: The Power of Drama In A Women's Prison? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Mary Richards:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Shakespeare Behind Bars: The Power of
Drama In A Women's Prison is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Bennett Fox:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Shakespeare
Behind Bars: The Power of Drama In A Women's Prison.

Toby Lowry:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Shakespeare Behind Bars: The Power of Drama In A
Women's Prison can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Shakespeare Behind Bars:
The Power of Drama In A Women's Prison.
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