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At the turn of the twentieth century, the United States was faced with a new and radically mixed population,
one that included freed African Americans, former reservation Indians, and a burgeoning immigrant
population.  In The Autobiography of Citizenship, Tova Cooper looks at how educators tried to impose unity
on this divergent population, and how the new citizens in turn often resisted these efforts, reshaping
mainstream U.S. culture and embracing their own view of what it means to be an American. 

The Autobiography of Citizenship traces how citizenship education programs began popping up all over the
country, influenced by the progressive approach to hands-on learning popularized by John Dewey and his
followers. Cooper offers an insightful account of these programs, enlivened with compelling readings of
archival materials such as photos of students in the process of learning; autobiographical writing by both
teachers and new citizens; and memoirs, photos, poems, and novels by authors such as W.E.B. Du Bois, Jane
Addams, Charles Reznikoff, and Emma Goldman. Indeed, Cooper provides the first comparative, inside look
at these citizenship programs, revealing that they varied wildly: at one end, assimilationist boarding schools
required American Indian children to transform their dress, language, and beliefs, while at the other end the
libertarian Modern School encouraged immigrant children to frolic naked in the countryside and learn about
the world by walking, hiking, and following their whims. 

Here then is an engaging portrait of what it was like to be, and become, a U.S. citizen one hundred years ago,
showing that what it means to be “American” is never static.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Erickson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading through
a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this The Autobiography of Citizenship: Assimilation and Resistance in U.S. Education
(The American Literatures Initiative).

Joshua Smith:

The book The Autobiography of Citizenship: Assimilation and Resistance in U.S. Education (The American
Literatures Initiative) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Autobiography of Citizenship:
Assimilation and Resistance in U.S. Education (The American Literatures Initiative) being your habit, you
can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Autobiography of
Citizenship: Assimilation and Resistance in U.S. Education (The American Literatures Initiative). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

James Sanchez:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Autobiography
of Citizenship: Assimilation and Resistance in U.S. Education (The American Literatures Initiative) suitable
to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The
Autobiography of Citizenship: Assimilation and Resistance in U.S. Education (The American Literatures
Initiative)is one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people
in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware
of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Shelia Sepulveda:

Often the book The Autobiography of Citizenship: Assimilation and Resistance in U.S. Education (The
American Literatures Initiative) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very



suited to you. The book The Autobiography of Citizenship: Assimilation and Resistance in U.S. Education
(The American Literatures Initiative) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.
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