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 The public debate on abortion stretches back much further than Roe v. Wade, to long before the terms “pro-
choice” and “pro-life” were ever invented. Yet the ways Americans discussed abortion in the early decades
of the twentieth century had little in common with our now-entrenched debates about personal responsibility
and individual autonomy.

Abortion in the American Imagination returns to the moment when American writers first dared to broach
the controversial subject of abortion. What was once a topic avoided by polite society, only discussed in
vague euphemisms behind closed doors, suddenly became open to vigorous public debate as it was
represented everywhere from sensationalistic melodramas to treatises on social reform. Literary scholar and
cultural historian Karen Weingarten shows how these discussions were remarkably fluid and far-ranging,
touching upon issues of eugenics, economics, race, and gender roles.

Weingarten traces the discourses on abortion across a wide array of media, putting fiction by canonical
writers like William Faulkner, Edith Wharton, and Langston Hughes into conversation with the era’s films,
newspaper articles, and activist rhetoric. By doing so, she exposes not only the ways that public perceptions
of abortion changed over the course of the twentieth century, but also the ways in which these abortion
debates shaped our very sense of what it means to be an American.   
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From reader reviews:

Michael Duckett:

Precisely why? Because this Abortion in the American Imagination: Before Life and Choice, 1880-1940 is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Paul Otoole:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Abortion in the American
Imagination: Before Life and Choice, 1880-1940 can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these books have than the others?

Edward Florez:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
Abortion in the American Imagination: Before Life and Choice, 1880-1940. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Margaret Ochoa:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Abortion in the American Imagination: Before Life and Choice, 1880-1940
when you essential it?
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