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For students and writers alike, a brilliant guide to the craft of writing by the National Book Award–winning
author of Spartina.

National Book Award winner John Casey is a masterful novelist who is also an inspiring and beloved
teacher. In Beyond the First Draft he offers essential and original insights into the art of writing—and
rewriting—fiction.

Through anecdotes about other writers’ methods and habits (as well as his own) and close readings of
literature from Aristotle to Zola, the essays in this collection offer “suggestions about things to do, things to
think about when your writing has got you lost in the woods.” In “Dogma and Anti-dogma” Casey sets out
the tried-and-true advice and then comments on when to apply it and when to ignore it. In “What's Funny” he
considers the range of comedy from pratfalls to elegant wit. In “In Other Words” he discusses translations
and the surprising effects that translating can have on one’s native language. In “Mentors” he pays tribute to
those who have guided him and other writers. Throughout the fourteen essays there are notes on voice, point
of view, structure, and other crucial elements. This book is an invaluable resource for aspiring writers and a
revitalizing companion for seasoned ones.
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From reader reviews:

Jocelyn Welch:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Beyond the First Draft: The Art
of Fiction will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Stacey Pinkston:

Exactly why? Because this Beyond the First Draft: The Art of Fiction is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Doris Brown:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Beyond the First Draft: The Art of
Fiction publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Beyond the First Draft: The
Art of Fiction as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

Louise Perez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Beyond the First Draft: The Art of Fiction was
vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Beyond the First Draft: The Art of Fiction
has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you
can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and
try to like reading this.
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