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In Plato's Republic, Socrates contends that philosophers make the best rulers because only they behold with
their mind's eye the eternal and purely intelligible Forms of the Just, the Noble, and the Good. When, in
addition, these men and women are endowed with a vast array of moral, intellectual, and personal virtues and
are appropriately educated, surely no one could doubt the wisdom of entrusting to them the governance of
cities. Although it is widely-and reasonably-assumed that all the Republic's philosophers are the same,
Roslyn Weiss argues in this boldly original book that the Republic actually contains two distinct and
irreconcilable portrayals of the philosopher.

According to Weiss, Plato's two paradigms of the philosopher are the "philosopher by nature" and the
"philosopher by design." Philosophers by design, as the allegory of the Cave vividly shows, must be forcibly
dragged from the material world of pleasure to the sublime realm of the intellect, and from there back down
again to the "Cave" to rule the beautiful city envisioned by Socrates and his interlocutors. Yet philosophers
by nature, described earlier in the Republic, are distinguished by their natural yearning to encounter the
transcendent realm of pure Forms, as well as by a willingness to serve others-at least under appropriate
circumstances. In contrast to both sets of philosophers stands Socrates, who represents a third paradigm, one,
however, that is no more than hinted at in the Republic. As a man who not only loves "what is" but is also
utterly devoted to the justice of others-even at great personal cost-Socrates surpasses both the philosophers
by design and the philosophers by nature. By shedding light on an aspect of the Republic that has escaped
notice, Weiss's new interpretation will challenge Plato scholars to revisit their assumptions about Plato's
moral and political philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Martinez:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Philosophers in the "Republic":
Plato's Two Paradigms book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Robert Miller:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Philosophers in the "Republic": Plato's Two Paradigms as
the daily resource information.

Michel Wilkerson:

This Philosophers in the "Republic": Plato's Two Paradigms is great reserve for you because the content that
is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Philosophers in the "Republic": Plato's Two Paradigms in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data
in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second
right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you
still doubt in which?

Mary Chapa:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Philosophers in the "Republic": Plato's Two Paradigms.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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