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Jason is seven years old and in the second grade. He does well in school and interacts well with other
children, although he prefers playing with children who are slightly younger than he is. Jason's parents have
been divorced for two years, but he is close to both of them. Lately he has been given to fits of explosive
anger. He is unresponsive to attempts at discipline by either his mother or his teacher. He often seems to
withdraw into himself. Recently, he and another boy were arrested for starting a trash fire. Jason was referred
to treatment by Child Protective Services following a report to CPS from Jason's teacher that there was
reason to believe that his mother was physically abusing him. Based on these and other details provided in
"The Case of Jason L."—including objective and projective test results—how would you characterize Jason's
problem, and how would you apply your particular brand of play therapy in a clinical intervention with
Jason? This, in essence, was the question Kevin O'Connor and Lisa Mages Braverman posed to notable play
therapists from across North America. The chapters in this book record their detailed responses. In each
chapter, an author (or authors) describes a particular theoretical model of play therapy and explains how he
or she would apply it to Jason's case. Among the schools of thought represented are client-centered,
psychoanalytic, cognitive-behavioral, Jungian, filial, developmental, Gestalt, family therapy, ecosystemic,
Ericksonian, Adlerian, dynamic, and strategic family.

In orchestrating Play Therapy Theory and Practice, Dr. O'Connor's and Dr. Braverman's goal was to provide
readers with an opportunity to gain a practical, hands-on understanding of how current approaches to play
therapy work, as well as the underlying principles upon which they are based. Considering the dramatic
proliferation of new approaches to play therapy and the corresponding increase in the volume of published
material, this book comes not a moment too soon.

Play Therapy Theory and Practice is required reading for clinical child psychologists, child psychiatrists,
counselors, school psychologists, and all mental health practitioners who work with children.

Of related interest . . .

THE PLAY THERAPY PRIMER

An Integration of Theories and Techniques

Kevin J. O'Connor

The Play Therapy Primer covers the impact of personal values and beliefs on therapeutic work, and it
provides a detailed description of the process preceding the beginning of therapy. It then offers guidelines
and strategies for developing treatment plans respective of the various phases of therapy, including specific
in-session techniques, modifications for different ages, transference considerations, and the termination and
follow-up of clinical cases. 1991 (0-471-52543-X) 384 pp.

HANDBOOK OF PLAY THERAPY

Volume 2: Advances and Innovations



Edited by Kevin J. O'Connor and Charles E. Schaefer

In this companion volume, editors O'Connor and Schaefer continue the important work they began in their
1983 classic, Handbook of Play Therapy. Offering readers an in-depth look at state-of-the-art play therapy
practices and principles, they cover important adaptations of play therapy to client populations, such as the
elderly, and new specialized applications of play therapeutic methods, such as in the assessment of sexually
abused children. The edited contributions from 20 leading practitioners are divided into four main sections
for easy reference: Theoretical Approaches, Developmental Adaptations, Methods and Techniques, and
Applications. 1994 (0-471-58463-0) 447 pp.

HANDBOOK OF PLAY THERAPY

Charles E. Schaefer and Kevin J. O'Connor

"An excellent primary text for upper level students, and a valuable resource for practitioners in the field of
child psychothe
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From reader reviews:

Gregg Spencer:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Play Therapy Theory and Practice: A
Comparative Presentation. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Russell Stringer:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. Play Therapy Theory and Practice: A Comparative Presentation can be your answer since it can be
read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Beulah Scherr:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of
us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Play Therapy Theory and Practice: A Comparative Presentation
provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

John Montes:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from
it. It is known as of book Play Therapy Theory and Practice: A Comparative Presentation. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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