
Sports: The All-American Addiction
John R. Gerdy

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00813CHYK
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00813CHYK
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00813CHYK


Sports: The All-American Addiction

John R. Gerdy

Sports: The All-American Addiction John R. Gerdy

John R. Gerdy knows sports inside-out. He has been an All-American Basketball Player whose college jersey
was retired. He was briefly a professional player. Later he served as an associate commissioner in the
NCAA's Southeastern Conference, and as a legislative and ethical advisor to the NCAA and the Knight
Commission. Currently he teaches courses on sports administration.

Now, in Sports: The All-American Addiction, he brings his insights and observations together in a radical,
critical evaluation of the impact of sports on American life.

This book argues that our society's huge investment in organized sports is unjustified. Ardent boosters say
that sports embody the "American Way," developing winners by teaching lessons in sportsmanship,
teamwork, and discipline. In fact, Gerdy writes, modern sports are eroding American life and undermining
traditional American values essential to the well-being of the nation and its people. Like a drug, this
obsession allows Americans to escape problems and ignore issues.

Gerdy asks tough questions. Have sports lost their relevance? Is it just mindless entertainment? Is our
enormous investment in sports as educational tools appropriate for a nation that needs graduates to compete
in the information-based, global economy of the twenty-first century? Do organized sports continue to
promote positive ideals? Or, do sports, in the age of television, corporate sky boxes, and sneaker deals,
represent something far different?

Boldly making his case, Gerdy detects five causes for alarm. A violent, win-at-all-cost mentality exists. A
greater number of spectators are idly watching the few elite athletes. An athletic culture that is anti-
intellectual systematically creates "dumb jocks." While bridges, inner-cities, and schools are crumbling,
tremendous sums of tax dollars vanish to wealthy owners, millionaire players, and to college athletic
programs. Studies show that sports are no more effective in promoting equality than any other American
institution.

Can organized sports be restructured? The author concludes with a series of daring suggestions for change.

John R. Gerdy is visiting professor of sports administration at Ohio University, Athens. His books include
Sports in School: The Future of an Institution and The Successful College Athletic Program: The New
Standard. He has been published in such periodicals as Black Issues in Higher Education, NCAA News,
Sporting News, and College Board Review.
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From reader reviews:

Robert McKay:

The book Sports: The All-American Addiction can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Sports: The
All-American Addiction? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Sports: The All-American Addiction has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Edward Yung:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important normally. The book Sports: The All-American Addiction was making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages
for you. The reserve Sports: The All-American Addiction is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship using the book Sports: The All-American Addiction. You never truly feel
lose out for everything if you read some books.

Thomas Baier:

This book untitled Sports: The All-American Addiction to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there
is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Suzanne Robbins:

You may get this Sports: The All-American Addiction by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing
or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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