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The pervasive and unrestrained use of obscenity has long been acknowledged as a major feature of fifth-
century Attic Comedy; no other Western art form relies so heavily on the sexual and scatological dimensions
of language. This acclaimed book, now in a new edition, offers both a comprehensive discussion of the
dynamics of Greek obscenity and a detailed commentary on the terminology itself.

After contrasting the peculiar characteristics of the Greek notion of obscenity to modern-day ideas,
Henderson discusses obscenity's role in the development of Attic Comedy, its historical origins, varieties,
and dramatic function. His analysis of obscene terminology sheds new light on Greek culture, and his
discussion of Greek homosexuality offers a refreshing corrective to the idealized Platonic view. He also
looks in detail at the part obscenity plays in each of Aristophanes' eleven surviving plays. The latter part of
the book identifies all the obscene terminology found in the extant examples of Attic Comedy, both complete
plays and fragments. Although these terminological entries are arranged in numbered paragraphs resembling
a glossary, they can also be read as independent essays on the various aspects of comic obscenity. Terms are
explained as they occur in each individual context and in relation to typologically similar terminology. With
newly corrected and updated philological material, this second edition of Maculate Muse will serve as an
invaluable reference work for the study of Greek drama.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Canton:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Maculate
Muse: Obscene Language in Attic Comedy. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Junior Price:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Maculate Muse: Obscene
Language in Attic Comedy, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Virginia Kang:

Beside that The Maculate Muse: Obscene Language in Attic Comedy in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Maculate Muse: Obscene Language in Attic Comedy
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with
read it from today!

Stephen Stansbury:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Maculate Muse: Obscene
Language in Attic Comedy to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the book The Maculate Muse: Obscene Language in Attic
Comedy can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of
this time.
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