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One of the most carefully prepared liturgies of any Roman Catholic parish's year is the celebration of 'First
Communion'. This is the ritual by which seven- or eight -year-old children are admitted to the Eucharist for
the first time. It attracts the largest congregations of any parish liturgy, and yet is frequently marked by
tension and dissent within the parish community. The same ritual holds very different meanings for the
various parties involved - clergy, parish schools, regularly communicating parishioners, and the first
communicants and their families. The tensions arise from dissonance between the parties on such key issues
as expected patterns of Church attendance, Catholic identity, dress and expenditure, and family formation.
The relationships and discontinuities between popular and 'official' religion is at the heart of these tensions.
They touch upon deep-seated anxieties concerning the future viability of the very structures and patterns of
parish life during the current period of falling Church attendance and parish closures. For those within the
Church who are concerned to understand and address the issues in its structural decline, this book will make
sometimes uncomfortable but always stimulating reading. Peter McGrail examines the relationship between
Church structures and popular religious identity, viewed through the lens of the first communion event.
Drawing out hitherto unrecognised connections and significances for the future of the Catholic Church at
local level, the insights into the decline of the parish as an institution present challenges to all with an interest
in and concern for the future of the Church in the English-speaking world. Bringing to the fore the
relationship and tensions between liturgy and Church structures, both historically and at the present time, this
book offers academics and students alike extensive material for reflection and future development..
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From reader reviews:

Brent Thompson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept First Communion:
Ritual, Church and Popular Religious Identity (Liturgy, Worship and Society Series) suitable to you? Often
the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled First Communion: Ritual, Church
and Popular Religious Identity (Liturgy, Worship and Society Series)is a single of several books in which
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-
book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Rafael Rainey:

The reserve untitled First Communion: Ritual, Church and Popular Religious Identity (Liturgy, Worship and
Society Series) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of First Communion: Ritual, Church and Popular Religious Identity (Liturgy, Worship and Society
Series) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Cynthia Campbell:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book First Communion: Ritual, Church and Popular Religious Identity (Liturgy, Worship and Society Series)
we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must want to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your
life at this time book First Communion: Ritual, Church and Popular Religious Identity (Liturgy, Worship and
Society Series). You can more appealing than now.

Andre Smith:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book First Communion: Ritual, Church and Popular
Religious Identity (Liturgy, Worship and Society Series) to make your reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the publication First Communion: Ritual, Church and



Popular Religious Identity (Liturgy, Worship and Society Series) can to be your friend when you're sense
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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