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Nation of Outlaws, State of Violence is the first extensive history of Cameroonian nationalism to consider the
global and local influences that shaped the movement within the French and British Cameroons and beyond.
Drawing on the archives of the United Nations, France, Great Britain, Ghana, and Cameroon, as well as oral
sources, Nation of Outlaws, State of Violence chronicles the spread of the Union des populations du
Cameroun (UPC) nationalist movement from the late 1940s into the first postcolonial decade. It shows how,
in the French and British Cameroon territories administered as UN Trusteeships after the Second World War,
notions of international human rights, the promise of Third World independence, Pan-African federation, and
national citizenship blended with local political and spiritual practices that resurfaced as the period of
European rule came to a close. After French and British administrators banned the party in the mid-1950s,
UPC nationalists adopted violence as a revolutionary strategy. In the 1960s, the nationalist vision
disintegrated. The postcolonial regime labeled UPC nationalists “outlaws” and rounded them up for
imprisonment or execution as the state shifted to single-party rule in 1966.

Nation of Outlaws, State of Violence traces the connection between local and transregional politics in the age
of Africa’s decolonization and the early decades of the Cold War. Rather than stop at official independence
as most conventional histories of African nationalist movements do, this book considers postindependence
events as crucial to the history of Cameroonian nationalism and to an understanding of the postcolonial
government that came to power on 1 January 1960. While the history of the UPC is a story that ends with the
party’s failure to gain access to political power with independence, it is also a story of the postcolonial state’s
failure to become a nation.
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From reader reviews:

Zachary Mason:

The book Nation of Outlaws, State of Violence: Nationalism, Grassfields Tradition, and State Building in
Cameroon (New African Histories) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Nation of Outlaws, State of
Violence: Nationalism, Grassfields Tradition, and State Building in Cameroon (New African Histories)? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It
is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Nation of Outlaws, State of Violence:
Nationalism, Grassfields Tradition, and State Building in Cameroon (New African Histories) has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Abram Huffman:

The particular book Nation of Outlaws, State of Violence: Nationalism, Grassfields Tradition, and State
Building in Cameroon (New African Histories) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you
can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this
book.

Robert Reynolds:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be Nation of Outlaws, State of Violence: Nationalism, Grassfields Tradition,
and State Building in Cameroon (New African Histories) why because the excellent cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Cecil Hardin:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. Nation of Outlaws, State of Violence: Nationalism, Grassfields Tradition, and State Building in
Cameroon (New African Histories) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short
time problems.
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