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How does law come to be stated as substantive rules, and then how does it change? In this collection of
discussions from the James S. Carpentier Lectures in legal history and criticism, one of Britain's most
acclaimed legal historians S. F. C. Milsom focuses on the development of English common law -- the
intellectually coherent system of substantive rules that courts bring to bear on the particular facts of
individual cases -- from which American law was to grow. Milsom discusses the differences between the
development of land law and that of other kinds of law and, in the latter case, how procedural changes
allowed substantive rules first to be stated and then to be circumvented. He examines the invisibility of early
legal change and how adjustment to conditions was hidden behind such things as the changing meaning of
words.

Milsom points out that legal history may be more prone than other kinds of history to serious anachronism.
Nobody ever states his assumptions, and a legal writer, addressing his contemporaries, never provided a
glossary to warn future historians against attributing their own meanings to his words and therefore their own
assumptions to his world. Formal continuity has enabled nineteenth-century assumptions to be carried back,
in some respects as far back as the twelfth century. This book brings together Milsom's efforts to understand
the uncomfortable changes that lie beneath that comforting formal surface. Those changes were too large to
have been intended by anyone at the time and too slow to be perceived by historians working within the short
periods now imposed by historical convention. The law was made not by great men making great decisions
but by man-sized men unconcerned with the future and thinking only about their own immediate everyday
difficulties. King Henry II, for example, did not intend the changes attributed to him in either land law or
criminal law; the draftsman of De Donis did not mean to create the entail; nobody ever dreamed up a fiction
with intent to change the law.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How
individuals to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a
book. Looking at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Natural History
of the Common Law book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Ray Nicolas:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity do you have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is A Natural History of the Common Law.

Judith Judd:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Natural History of the Common
Law e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand
by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism A Natural History of the Common Law as
good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book
by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Margaret Holt:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Natural History of the Common Law can be
the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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