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When Oscar Wilde said he had "seen wallpaper which must lead a boy brought up under its influence to a
life of crime," his joke played on an idea that has often been taken quite seriously--both in Wilde's day and in
our own. In Fateful Beauty, Douglas Mao recovers the lost intellectual, social, and literary history of the
belief that the beauty--or ugliness--of the environment in which one is raised influences or even determines
one's fate. Weaving together readings in literature, psychology, biology, philosophy, education, child-rearing
advice, and interior design, he shows how this idea abetted a dramatic rise in attention to environment in
many discourses and in many practices affecting the lives of the young between the late nineteenth century
and the middle of the twentieth. Through original and detailed analyses of Wilde, Walter Pater, James Joyce,
Theodore Dreiser, Rebecca West, and W. H. Auden, Mao shows that English-language writing of the period
was informed in crucial but previously unrecognized ways by the possibility that beautiful environments
might produce better people. He also reveals how these writers shared concerns about environment,
evolution, determinism, freedom, and beauty with scientists and social theorists such as Herbert Spencer,
Hermann von Helmholtz, Ivan Petrovich Pavlov, and W.H.R. Rivers. In so doing, Mao challenges
conventional views of the roles of beauty and the aesthetic in art and life during this time.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hunter:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Fateful Beauty:
Aesthetic Environments, Juvenile Development, and Literature, 1860-1960 book as starter and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Gavin Wilkins:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic
as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Fateful Beauty: Aesthetic Environments, Juvenile
Development, and Literature, 1860-1960 why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Phillip Chadwick:

You will get this Fateful Beauty: Aesthetic Environments, Juvenile Development, and Literature, 1860-1960
by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed
but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Laura Hill:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and Fateful Beauty: Aesthetic Environments, Juvenile
Development, and Literature, 1860-1960 or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science publication, any other book likes Fateful Beauty: Aesthetic Environments, Juvenile
Development, and Literature, 1860-1960 to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like



this one.
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