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Accounts of the seventeenth-century Jesuit Mission to China have often celebrated it as the great encounter
of two civilizations. The Jesuits portrayed themselves as wise men from the West who used mathematics and
science in service of their mission. Chinese literati-official Xu Guangqi (1562–1633), who collaborated with
the Italian Jesuit Matteo Ricci (1552–1610) to translate Euclid’s Elements into Chinese, reportedly
recognized the superiority of Western mathematics and science and converted to Christianity. Most
narratives relegate Xu and the Chinese to subsidiary roles as the Jesuits' translators, followers, and converts.
Imagined Civilizations tells the story from the Chinese point of view.

Using Chinese primary sources, Roger Hart focuses in particular on Xu, who was in a position of
considerable power over Ricci. The result is a perspective startlingly different from that found in previous
studies. Hart analyzes Chinese mathematical treatises of the period, revealing that Xu and his collaborators
could not have believed their declaration of the superiority of Western mathematics. Imagined Civilizations
explains how Xu’s West served as a crucial resource. While the Jesuits claimed Xu as a convert, he
presented the Jesuits as men from afar who had traveled from the West to China to serve the emperor.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Hicks:

Here thing why this particular Imagined Civilizations are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Imagined Civilizations giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Imagined Civilizations. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Imagined Civilizations in e-book can be your alternate.

William Martin:

Imagined Civilizations can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
get every word into delight arrangement in writing Imagined Civilizations however doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

James Rodriguez:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can view
that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to you is
Imagined Civilizations this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this
book suitable all of you.

Lila Costillo:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the
book Imagined Civilizations we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be
creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
end up being doubt to change your life at this book Imagined Civilizations. You can more pleasing than now.
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