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Performance artist and scholar E. Patrick Johnson’s provocative study examines how blackness is
appropriated and performed—toward widely divergent ends—both within and outside African American
culture. Appropriating Blackness develops from the contention that blackness in the United States is
necessarily a politicized identity—avowed and disavowed, attractive and repellent, fixed and malleable.
Drawing on performance theory, queer studies, literary analysis, film criticism, and ethnographic fieldwork,
Johnson describes how diverse constituencies persistently try to prescribe the boundaries of "authentic"
blackness and how performance highlights the futility of such enterprises.

Johnson looks at various sites of performed blackness, including Marlon Riggs’s influential documentary
Black Is . . . Black Ain’t and comedic routines by Eddie Murphy, David Alan Grier, and Damon Wayans. He
analyzes nationalist writings by Amiri Baraka and Eldridge Cleaver, the vernacular of black gay culture, an
oral history of his grandmother’s experience as a domestic worker in the South, gospel music as performed
by a white Australian choir, and pedagogy in a performance studies classroom. By exploring the divergent
aims and effects of these performances—ranging from resisting racism, sexism, and homophobia to
excluding sexual dissidents from the black community—Johnson deftly analyzes the multiple significations
of blackness and their myriad political implications. His reflexive account considers his own complicity, as
ethnographer and teacher, in authenticating narratives of blackness.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Scully:

Why? Because this Appropriating Blackness: Performance and the Politics of Authenticity is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Thomas Fleischmann:

Appropriating Blackness: Performance and the Politics of Authenticity can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Appropriating
Blackness: Performance and the Politics of Authenticity yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Gregory Stclair:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Appropriating Blackness: Performance and
the Politics of Authenticity book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Appropriating
Blackness: Performance and the Politics of Authenticity as good book not simply by the cover but also with
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Michael Berube:

Beside this particular Appropriating Blackness: Performance and the Politics of Authenticity in your phone,
it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Appropriating Blackness: Performance and the Politics of Authenticity
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The



Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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