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Since 2005, Thailand has been in crisis, with unprecedented political instability and the worst political
violence seen in the country in decades. In the aftermath of a military coup in 2006, Thailand’s press
freedom ranking plunged, while arrests for lèse-majesté have skyrocketed to levels unknown in the modern
world. Truth on Trial in Thailand traces the 110-year trajectory of defamation-based laws in Thailand. The
most prominent of these is lèse-majesté, but defamation aspects also appear in laws on sedition and treason,
the press and cinema, anti-communism, contempt of court, insulting of religion, as well as libel. This book
makes the case that despite the appearance of growing democratization, authoritarian structures and urges
still drive politics in Thailand; the long-term effects of defamation law adjudication has skewed the way that
Thai society approaches and perceives "truth."

Employing the work of Habermas, Foucault, Agamben, and Schmitt to construct an alternative framework to
understand Thai history, Streckfuss contends that Thai history has become "suspended" since 1958, and
repeatedly declining to face the truth of history has set the stage for an endless state of crisis.

This book will be of interest to students and scholars of South East Asian politics, Asian history, and media
and communication.

David Streckfuss is an independent scholar who has lived in Thailand for more than 20 years. His work
primarily concerns human rights, and political and cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Hassell:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Truth on Trial in Thailand: Defamation, Treason,
and Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking Southeast Asia). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important the book Truth on Trial in Thailand: Defamation, Treason,
and Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking Southeast Asia). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Shelia Coggins:

Here thing why this Truth on Trial in Thailand: Defamation, Treason, and Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking
Southeast Asia) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Truth on Trial in Thailand: Defamation,
Treason, and Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking Southeast Asia) giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Truth on Trial in Thailand:
Defamation, Treason, and Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking Southeast Asia). It gives you thrill looking at journey,
its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Truth on Trial in Thailand: Defamation,
Treason, and Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking Southeast Asia) in e-book can be your option.

Chad Brown:

Precisely why? Because this Truth on Trial in Thailand: Defamation, Treason, and Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking
Southeast Asia) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter
it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any
more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Clare Lucas:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is



very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Truth on Trial in Thailand: Defamation,
Treason, and Lèse-Majesté (Rethinking Southeast Asia).
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