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A hydraulic machine for astonishing wild pigs was one of the many technological highlights the author
encountered in the course of his career as a research scientist and science writer. Writing a book about them,
never taking more (or less) than two printed pages for each of 146 subjects was a very special challenge. The
book covers fundamentally important achievements of technology that directly impacted mankind or even
profoundly changed it. Many of those highlights are quite new, at least one of them (power generation by
nuclear fusion) is not available yet. But particularly ingenious things dating way back were also included, as
they are the base of our technical civilization Good examples are ceramics as well as copper, bronze and
iron; whole periods of history have been named for the latter three. The analog computer of Antikythera used
for stellar navigation was made some 2100 years ago, gunpowder was used in China as early as 1044 A.D.,
the astronomical clock in the Strasburg cathedral was built in the 19th century. On the other hand, Theodor
W. Hänsch and John L. Hall were granted a Nobel Prize in 2005 for a discovery that brought us extremely
accurate optical clocks. And the Smartphone was a 2007 breakthrough; hundreds of millions of them have
been sold since then. The basic concept of describing and explaining major technological highlights to non-
scientists with just 800 words was inspired by the column "Inventions - fifty years later" in the Swiss daily
"Neue Zürcher Zeitung" (NZZ), to which the author contributed on a regular base since 2007. The column
was later renamed "Achievements of Technology" - no more time limits. Many of the book-chapters were
taken from those sources, updated, edited and translated into English. Other sources were articles the author
wrote for various newspapers and magazines. However, many highlights of technology were researched and
written specifically for this book. Reading it is both fun and highly instructive.
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From reader reviews:

John Alfaro:

With other case, little folks like to read book Astonishing the Wild Pigs: Highlights of Technology. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book
Astonishing the Wild Pigs: Highlights of Technology. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Alex Levey:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Astonishing the Wild Pigs:
Highlights of Technology to read.

Aaron Blue:

The book Astonishing the Wild Pigs: Highlights of Technology has a lot info on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this article book.

Richard Vedder:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide Astonishing the Wild Pigs: Highlights of Technology was filled in relation to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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