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The legitimacy of the North Korean state is based solely on the leaders’ personal legitimacy, and is
maintained by the indoctrination of people with leader symbols and the enactment of leadership cults in daily
life. It can thus be dubbed a "leader state". The frequency of leader symbols and the richness and scale of
leader-symbol-making in North Korea are simply unrivalled. Furthermore, the personality cults of North
Korean leaders are central to people’s daily activity, critically affecting their minds and emotions. Both
leader symbols and cult activities are profoundly entrenched in the institutions and daily life, and if separated
and cancelled, the North Korean state would be transformed.

This book analyses North Korea as a "leader state", focusing on two elements, leader symbols and cult
activities. It argues that these elements have been, and continue to be, the backbone of North Korea, shaping
North Korean culture. To reveal the "leader state" character, the book specifically examines North Korea’s
leadership cults, its use of leader symbols in these cults, and the nature of the symbolism involved. How has
the North Korean state developed the cult of the Kim Il Sung family? How does the state use leader symbols
to perpetuate this cult? How has the state developed myths and rituals that sustain the cult in daily life? What
leader images has state propaganda manufactured? How does the state’s manipulation of leader symbols
affect the symbolism that is assigned to the leader’s actions? In answering these questions, this book sheds
new light on the strength and resilience of the North Korean state, and shows how it has been able to survive
even the most difficult economic period of the mid-1990s.

Leader Symbols and Personality Cult in North Korea will be essential reading for students and scholars of
North Korea, Korean politics, Asian politics, political sociology and visual politics.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Roberts:

The book Leader Symbols and Personality Cult in North Korea: The Leader State (Routledge Advances in
Korean Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave the best thing like a book Leader Symbols and Personality Cult in North Korea: The Leader State
(Routledge Advances in Korean Studies)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Leader Symbols and Personality Cult in North Korea: The Leader State (Routledge Advances in Korean
Studies) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Candice Sharkey:

The event that you get from Leader Symbols and Personality Cult in North Korea: The Leader State
(Routledge Advances in Korean Studies) is the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Leader Symbols and Personality Cult in North Korea: The Leader State (Routledge Advances in Korean
Studies) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular
Leader Symbols and Personality Cult in North Korea: The Leader State (Routledge Advances in Korean
Studies) instantly.

Glenn Remaley:

This book untitled Leader Symbols and Personality Cult in North Korea: The Leader State (Routledge
Advances in Korean Studies) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when
you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book
retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this publication from your list.

John Almanzar:

Beside this specific Leader Symbols and Personality Cult in North Korea: The Leader State (Routledge
Advances in Korean Studies) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry
if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Leader Symbols and



Personality Cult in North Korea: The Leader State (Routledge Advances in Korean Studies) because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
this? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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