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The Founders wrote in 1776 that "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness" are unalienable American rights.
In The Pursuit of Happiness in Times of War, Carl M. Cannon shows how this single phrase is one of almost
unbelievable historical power. It was this rich rhetorical vein that New York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and
President George W. Bush tapped into after 9/11 when they urged Americans to go to ballgames, to shop, to
do things that made them happy even in the face of unrivaled horror. From the Revolutionary War to the
current War on Terrorism, Americans have lived out this creed. They have been helped in this effort by their
elected leaders, who in times of war inevitably hark back to Jefferson's soaring language. If the former
Gotham mayor and the current president had perfect pitch in the days after September 11, so too have
American presidents and other leaders throughout our nation's history.

In this book, Mr. Cannon—a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist—traces the roots of Jefferson's powerful
phrase and explores how it has been embraced by wartime presidents for two centuries. Mr. Cannon draws
on original research at presidential libraries and interviews with Gerald R. Ford, Jimmy Carter, George H.
W. Bush, and Bill Clinton, among others. He discussed with the presidents exactly what the phrase means to
them. Mr. Cannon charts how Americans' understanding of the pursuit of happiness has changed through the
years as the nation itself has changed.

In the end, America's political leaders have all come to the same conclusion as its spiritual leaders: True
happiness—either for a nation or an individual—does not come from conquest or fortune or even from the
attainment of freedom itself. It comes in the pursuit of happiness for the benefit of others. This may be one
truth that contemporary liberals and conservatives can agree on. John McCain and Jimmy Carter both
envision happiness as a sacrifice to a higher calling, embodied in everything from McCain's time as a
prisoner of war to the N
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Gabel:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Pursuit of Happiness in
Times of War (American Political Challenges). All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You
can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Aimee Nguyen:

Here thing why that The Pursuit of Happiness in Times of War (American Political Challenges) are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Pursuit of Happiness in Times of War (American
Political Challenges) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no reserve that similar with The Pursuit of Happiness in Times of War (American Political
Challenges). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Pursuit of Happiness in Times of War (American Political
Challenges) in e-book can be your alternate.

Kate Word:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is The Pursuit of Happiness in Times of War (American Political Challenges).

Lamar Carr:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Pursuit of Happiness in
Times of War (American Political Challenges) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So
, for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick The Pursuit of Happiness in



Times of War (American Political Challenges) become your own starter.
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