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In a bold rethinking of the Hollywood blacklist and McCarthyite America, Joseph Litvak reveals a political
regime that did not end with the 1950s or even with the Cold War: a regime of compulsory sycophancy, in
which the good citizen is an informer, ready to denounce anyone who will not play the part of the earnest,
patriotic American. While many scholars have noted the anti-Semitism underlying the House Un-American
Activities Committee’s (HUAC’s) anti-Communism, Litvak draws on the work of Theodor W. Adorno,
Hannah Arendt, Alain Badiou, and Max Horkheimer to show how the committee conflated Jewishness with
what he calls “comic cosmopolitanism,” an intolerably seductive happiness, centered in Hollywood and New
York, in show business and intellectual circles. He maintains that HUAC took the comic irreverence of the
“uncooperative” witnesses as a crime against an American identity based on self-repudiation and the
willingness to “name names.” Litvak proposes that sycophancy was (and continues to be) the price exacted
for assimilation into mainstream American culture, not just for Jews, but also for homosexuals, immigrants,
and other groups deemed threatening to American rectitude.

Litvak traces the outlines of comic cosmopolitanism in a series of performances in film and theater and
before HUAC, performances by Jewish artists and intellectuals such as Zero Mostel, Judy Holliday, and
Abraham Polonsky. At the same time, through an uncompromising analysis of work by informers including
Jerome Robbins, Elia Kazan, and Budd Schulberg, he explains the triumph of a stoolpigeon culture that still
thrives in the America of the early twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Grove:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled The Un-
Americans: Jews, the Blacklist, and Stoolpigeon Culture (Series Q) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get ahead of. The The Un-Americans: Jews, the Blacklist, and Stoolpigeon Culture (Series Q)
giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Dewayne Campbell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Un-Americans: Jews, the Blacklist,
and Stoolpigeon Culture (Series Q) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The
Un-Americans: Jews, the Blacklist, and Stoolpigeon Culture (Series Q) as good book not just by the cover
but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Warren Cruz:

This The Un-Americans: Jews, the Blacklist, and Stoolpigeon Culture (Series Q) is brand-new way for you
who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this The Un-Americans: Jews, the Blacklist, and Stoolpigeon Culture (Series Q) can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself
in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Constance Argueta:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the



book The Un-Americans: Jews, the Blacklist, and Stoolpigeon Culture (Series Q) we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Only
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this
book The Un-Americans: Jews, the Blacklist, and Stoolpigeon Culture (Series Q). You can more appealing
than now.
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