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The Way of Improvement Leads Home traces the short but fascinating life of Philip Vickers Fithian, one of
the most prolific diarists in early America. Born to Presbyterian grain-growers in rural New Jersey, he was
never quite satisfied with the agricultural life he seemed destined to inherit. Fithian longed for something
more—to improve himself in a revolutionary world that was making upward mobility possible. While
Fithian is best known for the diary that he wrote in 1773-74 while working as a tutor at Nomini Hall, the
Virginia plantation of Robert Carter, this first full biography moves beyond his experience in the Old
Dominion to examine his inner life, his experience in the early American backcountry, his love affair with
Elizabeth Beatty, and his role as a Revolutionary War chaplain.

From the villages of New Jersey, Fithian was able to participate indirectly in the eighteenth-century republic
of letters—a transatlantic intellectual community sustained through sociability, print, and the pursuit of
mutual improvement. The republic of letters was above all else a rational republic, with little tolerance for
those unable to rid themselves of parochial passions. Participation required a commitment to self-
improvement that demanded a belief in the Enlightenment values of human potential and social progress.
Although Fithian was deeply committed to these values, he constantly struggled to reconcile his quest for a
cosmopolitan life with his love of home. As John Fea argues, it was the people, the religious culture, and the
very landscape of his "native sod" that continued to hold Fithian's affections and enabled him to live a life
worthy of a man of letters.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Schulz:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers
Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies). You can choose the best
book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book The Way of
Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early
American Studies). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kathy Vaughn:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and
the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies). This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.

Jocelyn Harper:

You may get this The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural
Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing
or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Donna Robinson:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Way of Improvement Leads
Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies) to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about
book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and go



through it. Beside that the guide The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the
Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies) can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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