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Mars has captured the human imagination for decades. Since NASA’s establishment in 1958, the space
agency has looked to Mars as a compelling prize, the one place, beyond the Moon, where robotic and human
exploration could converge. Remarkably successful with its roaming multi-billion-dollar robot, Curiosity,
NASA’s Mars program represents one of the agency’s greatest achievements.

Why Mars analyzes the history of the robotic Mars exploration program from its origins to today. W. Henry
Lambright examines the politics and policies behind NASA's multi-decade quest, illuminating the roles of
key individuals and institutions along with their triumphs and defeats.

Lambright outlines the ebbs and flows of policy evolution, focusing on critical points of change and factors
that spurred strategic reorientation. He explains Mars exploration as a striking example of "big science" and
describes the ways a powerful advocacy coalition—composed of NASA decision makers, the Jet Propulsion
Laboratory, the Mars academic science community, and many others—has influenced governmental
decisions on Mars exploration, making it, at times, a national priority.

The quest for Mars stretches over many years and involves billions of dollars. What does it take to mount
and give coherence to a multi-mission, big science program? How do advocates and decision makers
maintain goals and adapt their programs in the face of opposition and budgetary stringency? Where do they
succeed in their strategies? Where do they fall short? Lambright’s insightful book suggests that from Mars
exploration we can learn lessons that apply to other large-scale national endeavors in science and technology.
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From reader reviews:

Sonia Cancel:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Why Mars (New Series in NASA History). Try to stumble through
book Why Mars (New Series in NASA History) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when
you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by
the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Evelyn Nay:

The publication with title Why Mars (New Series in NASA History) includes a lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Kyra Franson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a reserve. The book Why Mars (New Series in NASA History) it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did
not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Peter Lombard:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Why Mars (New Series in NASA
History) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go
through it. Beside that the book Why Mars (New Series in NASA History) can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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