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Examines the images, hopes, and fears that were evoked during China’s century-long subservience to
external powers.

As China continues its rapid ascent within the international system, questions of where it came from have
particular relevance. Combining history with international relations theory, David Scott considers China’s
first substantive modern period of encounter with the West from 1840 through 1949, a period characterized
as the Century of Humiliation. During this time China fell from Middle Kingdom preeminence to a position
in the international system that remained an enigmatic and challenging one: too strong to be taken over as a
colony, yet not strong enough to shape its own destiny. At the heart of Scott’s study is encounter, and, with
it, questions of power, presence, and perceptions. He examines the images, hopes, and fears that were evoked
during China’s century-long subservience to external powers, including opposing views of China as a threat
or China as the “sick man of Asia” and the West as evil or the West as savior. China and the Chinese are
explored in terms of their interaction with the international system, with a particular focus on America and
Australia.

“The major contribution of this book is in its collection of source materials concerning the ways in which
China and its people were perceived in the western media and by western experts … this is a useful book to
students and scholars who are interested in China’s international relations over the past two centuries.” —
East Asia

“One of the book’s strengths is that it reveals, again through the writings of participants, the Western fear of
China as relations with that huge nation intensified following the creation of the Unequal Treaty system.
Especially noteworthy is the racist concept of the Yellow Peril that poisoned Sino-Western relations for
generations … Scott’s book should be a welcome addition to the reading list of anyone who would like to
deepen his or her understanding of why this is so.” — Journal of Asian History

“Using an approach that merges history and international relations theory, Scott relates China’s arduous
quest for identity before the international community … Scott’s interdisciplinary framework proves useful to
understanding the history of Chinese international relations in the 19th and 20th centuries.” — CHOICE

“This richly documented book presents a very informative portrait of China’s and the West’s complicated
views and perceptions about each other, important perceptions that are powerfully affecting today’s China
and its interactions with the outside world.” — Fei-Ling Wang, coeditor of China Rising: Power and
Motivation in Chinese Foreign Policy

David Scott is Lecturer in History and Politics at Brunel University in the United Kingdom and author of
China Stands Up: The PRC and the International System.
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From reader reviews:

John Whetstone:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled China
and the International System, 1840-1949: Power, Presence, and Perceptions in a Century of Humiliation your
head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for
but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one
application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The China and the
International System, 1840-1949: Power, Presence, and Perceptions in a Century of Humiliation giving you
yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your
better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Cheri Whaley:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more
time to be examine. China and the International System, 1840-1949: Power, Presence, and Perceptions in a
Century of Humiliation can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short
time problems.

Peter Delaune:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
list in your reading list is usually China and the International System, 1840-1949: Power, Presence, and
Perceptions in a Century of Humiliation. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Sergio Terry:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book China and the International System, 1840-
1949: Power, Presence, and Perceptions in a Century of Humiliation to make your own reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book China and the International



System, 1840-1949: Power, Presence, and Perceptions in a Century of Humiliation can to be your friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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