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What is poetry? Why do human beings produce and consume it? What effects does it have on them? Can it
give them insight into truth, or is it dangerously misleading? This book is a wide-ranging study of the very
varied answers which ancient philosophers gave to such questions. An extended discussion of Plato's
Republic shows how the two discussions of poetry are integrated with each other and with the dialogue's
central themes. Aristotle's Poetics is read in the context of his understanding of poetry as a natural human
behaviour and an intrinsically valuable component of a good human life. Two chapters trace the
development of the later Platonist tradition from Plutarch to Plotinus, Longinus and Porphyry, exploring its
intellectual debts to Epicurean, allegorical and Stoic approaches to poetry. It will be essential reading for
classicists as well as ancient philosophers and modern philosophers of art and aesthetics.
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From reader reviews:

Jessie Loudermilk:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Ancient Philosophical Poetics (Key Themes in Ancient Philosophy), you can tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Martin Hobson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Ancient
Philosophical Poetics (Key Themes in Ancient Philosophy).

Ira Atwood:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Ancient Philosophical Poetics (Key Themes in Ancient
Philosophy) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Hector Medlin:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be read. Ancient Philosophical Poetics (Key Themes in Ancient Philosophy) can be your answer given it
can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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