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The Colorado River Plateau is home to two of the best-known landscapes in the world: Rainbow Bridge in
southern Utah and Monument Valley on the Utah-Arizona border. Twentieth-century popular culture made
these places icons of the American West, and advertising continues to exploit their significance today. In
Rainbow Bridge to Monument Valley, Thomas J. Harvey artfully tells how Navajos and Anglo-Americans
created fabrics of meaning out of this stunning desert landscape, space that western novelist Zane Grey
called “the storehouse of unlived years,” where a rugged, more authentic life beckoned. Harvey explores the
different ways in which the two societies imbued the landscape with deep cultural significance.

Navajos long ago incorporated Rainbow Bridge into the complex origin story that embodies their religion
and worldview. In the early 1900s, archaeologists crossed paths with Grey in the Rainbow Bridge area. Grey,
credited with making the modern western novel popular, sought freedom from the contemporary world and
reimagined the landscape for his own purposes. In the process, Harvey shows, Grey erased most of the
Navajo inhabitants. This view of the landscape culminated in filmmaker John Ford’s use of Monument
Valley as the setting for his epic mid-twentieth-century Westerns. Harvey extends the story into the late
twentieth century when environmentalists sought to set aside Rainbow Bridge as a symbolic remnant of
nature untainted by modernization.

Tourists continue to flock to Monument Valley and Rainbow Bridge, as they have for a century, but the
landscapes are most familiar today because of their appearances in advertising. Monument Valley has been
used to sell perfume, beer, and sport utility vehicles. Encompassing the history of the Navajo, archaeology,
literature, film, environmentalism, and tourism, Rainbow Bridge to Monument Valley explores how these
rock formations, Navajo sacred spaces still, have become embedded in the modern identity of the American
West—and of the nation itself.
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From reader reviews:

Joni Griffith:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Rainbow Bridge to Monument Valley: Making the
Modern Old West. Try to face the book Rainbow Bridge to Monument Valley: Making the Modern Old
West as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Eden Davis:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and important the book Rainbow Bridge to Monument Valley: Making
the Modern Old West. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Janice Saucier:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Rainbow Bridge to Monument Valley: Making
the Modern Old West as the daily resource information.

Jerry Bell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Rainbow Bridge to Monument Valley:
Making the Modern Old West publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Rainbow
Bridge to Monument Valley: Making the Modern Old West as good book not only by the cover but also
through the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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