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From the author of the critically acclaimed The Nightingale's Song ("An amazing piece of work...This is a
stunning book" -- Boston Globe), comes an evocative, elegiac and rollicking portrait of America.
The Nightingale's Song was Robert Timberg's extraordinary tale of well-intentioned but ill-starred warriors.
In State of Grace, his long-awaited new book, he revives the powerful themes of courage, manhood and loss
in a strikingly personal exploration of America between the Good War and Vietnam. "It was the twilight of
innocence, or what passed for innocence if you didn't look too closely," he writes. "America was at peace,
peering confidently into the future, when it should have been holding its breath for what lay ahead."
Robert Timberg has his finger on the pulse of a generation that split along a fault line called Vietnam,
between those who went and those who didn't. In his unflinching and riveting The Nightingale's Song,
Timberg chronicled a nation haunted by the war and its corrosive aftermath. Now, in State of Grace, the
author rediscovers an earlier time and an America now largely lost.
Using the New York City sandlot football team he played for after high school as a rich metaphor for what
was best about that bygone era, Timberg evokes the period in fine detail and vivid color. It was a world of
girls, beer and the proverbial Big Game, but it also was defined by faith in tradition and institutions,
including a still unsullied Catholic Church. State of Grace captures life on the threshold of Kennedy's
Camelot, before the Beatles, before the Pill, but in the ever-expanding shadow of Vietnam, "a time when the
path to an honorable future seemed as straightforward as playing hard, hitting clean, and not fumbling the
ball."
The tale is told through Timberg's own eyes as he moves from troubled youth to man, from running back on
a team called the Lynvets to Naval Academy plebe to Marine officer. The story is also told through a
collection of other characters, including a genius of a coach overmatched when off the field, a driven
quarterback sidetracked by booze and an angry loner fresh from the army stockade who reclaims his life on
the gridiron. As Timberg writes, the team was where he and his fellow Lynvets "found a toe-hold on our
better selves during a troubled time in our lives. Those snatches of pride and courage and strength we
shared...eventually grew within us, becoming the core of a decent manhood that might have easily eluded
any one of us in other circumstances. There were times, for each of us, when it was all we had."
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From reader reviews:

Kelsey Dehart:

With other case, little folks like to read book State of Grace: A Memoir of Twilight Time. You can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book State of
Grace: A Memoir of Twilight Time. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way
of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, you can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Martha McKee:

The book State of Grace: A Memoir of Twilight Time can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book State of Grace: A
Memoir of Twilight Time? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book State
of Grace: A Memoir of Twilight Time has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Marina Espinal:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The State of Grace:
A Memoir of Twilight Time provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Thomas Major:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This State of Grace: A Memoir of Twilight Time can give you a lot of
good friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have State of Grace: A Memoir of Twilight
Time.
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