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Long before “Cesar Chávez” and “Chicano” became commonly known, the word “bracero” had established
itself in the language of American politics. The Mexican Farm Labor Program—or bracero program as it
came to be known—was from its inception in 1942 a highly controversial issue. At international, national,
and subnational levels, it remained the focal point of an intense interest-group struggle. This struggle and its
group combatants provide the central concern of this study.

In the early 1940’s agribusiness interests had sought to contract Mexican laborers (“braceros”) for work on
United States farms. With the entry of the United States into World War II, legislation was passed for
contracting braceros on a large scale. What was originally a wartime measure soon became an institution.
During twenty-two years, 4.2 million braceros were contracted. The United States, at the insistence of the
Mexican government, became a partner in the program, ensuring that the braceros were provided housing,
set wages, and other benefits.

The program was, however, detrimental to one group in the United States: the native farmworker. Not only
was the bracero provided guarantees that the native could not demand, but the bracero also got the native’s
job.

During the late forties and fifties, organized labor gathered its forces in Congress to oppose the program.
Finally, an administration favorable to the native farmworker threw its support behind the native laborer, and
through the Department of labor measures were passed that made it less attractive to hire foreign labor.

In the end, the anti-bracero forces won out in Congress and defeated extension of the Mexican Farm Labor
program. At the same time, the United States government, by setting the working standards for foreign
workers, brought about an improvement in the working conditions and wages of native farm laborers.

Besides the conflicts between domestic interests, Craig examines the international conflicts and issues
involved, as well as the international agreements that were the basis of bracero contracting. He discusses
with perception the program’s immediate and long-range effects on Mexico. His study analyzes and clarifies
one of the most controversial domestic and international programs of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

John Glass:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the The Bracero
Program: Interest Groups and Foreign Policy is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Amanda Dell:

Typically the book The Bracero Program: Interest Groups and Foreign Policy will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book The Bracero Program: Interest Groups and Foreign
Policy is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

William Bellard:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Bracero Program: Interest
Groups and Foreign Policy e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty The
Bracero Program: Interest Groups and Foreign Policy as good book not simply by the cover but also from the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

James Chavez:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of several books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely The Bracero Program: Interest Groups
and Foreign Policy. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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