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Animal fables are said to have originated with Aesop, a semilegendary Samian slave, but the earliest
surviving record of the fables comes from the Latin poet Phaedrus, who introduced the new genre to Latin
literature. This verse translation of The Fables is the first in English in more than two hundred years.

In addition to the familiar animal fables, about a quarter of the book includes such diverse material as
prologues and epilogues, historical anecdotes, short stories, enlarged proverbs and sayings, comic episodes
and folk wisdom, and many incidental glimpses of Greek and Roman life in the classical period.

The Fables also sheds light on the personal history of Phaedrus, who seems to have been an educated slave,
eventually granted his freedom by the emperor Augustus. Phaedrus' style is lively, clean, and sparse, though
not at the cost of all detail and elaboration. It serves well as a vehicle for his two avowed purposes—to
entertain and to give wise counsel for the conduct of life. Like all fabulists, Phaedrus was a moralist, albeit
on a modest and popular level.

An excellent introduction by P. F. Widdows provides information about
Phaedrus, the history of The Fables, the metric style of the original and of this translation, and something of
the place of these fables in Western folklore. The translation is done in a free version of Anglo-Saxon
alliterative verse, a form used by W. H. Auden and chosen here to match the popular tone of Phaedrus' Latin
verse.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Wirth:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Fables of Phaedrus as your daily resource
information.

Carmen Flood:

The book The Fables of Phaedrus will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very
suitable to you. The book The Fables of Phaedrus is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Leslie Woodson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The Fables of Phaedrus your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The The
Fables of Phaedrus giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Nicolas Dandrea:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Fables of Phaedrus or others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to add their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Fables of Phaedrus to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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