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Backward Glances reveals that the passionate love one woman feels for another occupies a position of
unsuspected centrality in contemporary Chinese mass cultures. By examining representations of erotic and
romantic love between women in popular films, elite and pulp fiction, and television dramas, Fran Martin
shows how youthful same-sex love is often framed as a universal, even ennobling, feminine experience. She
argues that a temporal logic dominates depictions of female homoeroticism, and she traces that logic across
texts produced and consumed in mainland China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan during the twentieth century and
the early twenty-first. Attentive to both transnational cultural flows and local particularities, Martin shows
how loving relations between women in mass culture are usually represented as past experiences. Adult
protagonists revel in the repeated, mournful narration of their memories. Yet these portrayals do not simply
or finally consign the same-sex loving woman to the past—they also cause her to reappear ceaselessly in the
present.

As Martin explains, memorial schoolgirl love stories are popular throughout contemporary Chinese cultures.
The same-sex attracted young woman appears in both openly homophobic and proudly queer-affirmative
narratives, as well as in stories whose ideological valence is less immediately clear. Martin demonstrates that
the stories, television programs, and films she analyzes are not idiosyncratic depictions of marginal figures,
but manifestations of a broader, mainstream cultural preoccupation. Her investigation of representations of
same-sex love between women sheds new light on contemporary Chinese understandings of sex, love,
gender, marriage, and the cultural ordering of human life.
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From reader reviews:

Bertha Montes:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the book untitled Backward Glances: Contemporary Chinese Cultures and the Female
Homoerotic Imaginary (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) can be very good book to read. May be
it is usually best activity to you.

Carolyn Lutz:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Backward Glances: Contemporary Chinese Cultures and the Female Homoerotic Imaginary (Asia-Pacific:
Culture, Politics, and Society) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in
a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Backward
Glances: Contemporary Chinese Cultures and the Female Homoerotic Imaginary (Asia-Pacific: Culture,
Politics, and Society) giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving
you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Melissa Fernandez:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Backward Glances: Contemporary Chinese Cultures and the Female Homoerotic
Imaginary (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Edward Grimes:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add



your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Backward Glances: Contemporary Chinese Cultures and the Female Homoerotic Imaginary (Asia-Pacific:
Culture, Politics, and Society) when you required it?
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