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"Irene Taviss Thomson gives us a nuanced portrait of American social politics that helps explain both why
we are drawn to the idea of a 'culture war' and why that misrepresents what is actually going on."

---Rhys H. Williams, Professor and Chair, Department of Sociology, Loyola University Chicago

"An important work showing---beneath surface conflict---a deep consensus on a number of ideals by social
elites."

---John H. Evans, Department of Sociology, University of California, San Diego

The idea of a culture war, or wars, has existed in America since the 1960s---an underlying ideological schism
in our country that is responsible for the polarizing debates on everything from the separation of church and
state, to abortion, to gay marriage, to affirmative action. Irene Taviss Thomson explores this notion by
analyzing hundreds of articles addressing hot-button issues over two decades from four magazines: National
Review, Time, The New Republic, and The Nation, as well as a wide array of other writings and statements
from a substantial number of public intellectuals.

What Thomson finds might surprise you: based on her research, there is no single cultural divide or cultural
source that can account for the positions that have been adopted. While issues such as religion,
homosexuality, sexual conduct, and abortion have figured prominently in public discussion, in fact there is
no single thread that unifies responses to each of these cultural dilemmas for any of the writers.

Irene Taviss Thomson is Professor Emeritus of Sociology, having taught in the Department of Social
Sciences and History at Fairleigh Dickinson University for more than 30 years. Previously, she taught in the
Department of Sociology at Harvard University.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Larson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Culture Wars and Enduring American Dilemmas
(Contemporary Political And Social Issues). Try to the actual book Culture Wars and Enduring American
Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social Issues) as your close friend. It means that it can to be your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Donna Moore:

Here thing why this Culture Wars and Enduring American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social
Issues) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Culture Wars and
Enduring American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social Issues) giving you information deeper
and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Culture Wars
and Enduring American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social Issues). It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Culture Wars and Enduring American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social Issues) in e-
book can be your choice.

Donna Dalessio:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Culture Wars and Enduring
American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social Issues) that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Culture Wars and Enduring
American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social Issues) become your own personal starter.

Anne Shibata:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Culture Wars and Enduring American
Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social Issues) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well



how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt
Culture Wars and Enduring American Dilemmas (Contemporary Political And Social Issues) as good book
not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its
include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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