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This book tells the story of how Confederate civilians in the Old Dominion struggled to feed not only their
stomachs but also their souls. Although demonstrating the ways in which the war created many problems
within southern communities, Virginia's Private War: Feeding Body and Soul in the Confederacy, 1861-
1865 does not support scholars who claim that internal dissent caused the Confederacy's downfall. Instead, it
offers a study of the Virginia home front that depicts how the Union army's continued pressure created
destruction, hardship, and shortages that left the Confederate public spent and demoralized with the
surrender of the army under Robert E. Lee.

This book, however, does not portray the population as uniformly united in a Lost Cause. Virginians
complained a great deal about the management of the war. Letters to the governor and to the Confederate
secretary of war demonstrate how dissent escalated to dangerous proportions by the spring and summer of
1863. Women rioted in Richmond for food. Soldiers left the army without permission to check on their
families and farms. Various groups vented their hatred on Virginias rich men of draft age who stayed out of
the army by purchasing substitutes. Such complaints, ironically, may have prolonged the war, for some of
the Confederacy's leaders responded by forcing the wealthy to shoulder more of the burden for prosecuting
the war. Substitution ended, and the men who stayed home became government growers who distributed
goods at reduced cost to the poor. But, as the case is made in Virginias Private War, none of these efforts
could finally overcome an enemy whose unrelenting pressure strained the resources of Rebel Virginians to
the breaking point.

Arguing that the state of Virginia both waged and witnessed a "rich man's fight" that has until now been
downplayed or misunderstood by many if not most of our Civil War scholars, William Blair provides in
these pages a detailed portrait of this conflict that is bold, original, and convincing. He draws from the
microcosm of Virginia several telling conclusions about the Confederacy's rise, demise, and identity, and his
study will therefore appeal to anyone with a taste for Civil War history--and Virginia's unique place in that
history, especially.
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From reader reviews:

Mia Shaw:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Virginia's Private War: Feeding Body and Soul in the Confederacy, 1861-
1865 book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want
to supply to you. The writer involving Virginia's Private War: Feeding Body and Soul in the Confederacy,
1861-1865 content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Virginia's Private
War: Feeding Body and Soul in the Confederacy, 1861-1865 is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

Gwendolyn Smith:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Virginia's Private War: Feeding Body and Soul in the Confederacy, 1861-1865, it is
possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a book.

Michael Major:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the book untitled Virginia's Private War: Feeding Body and Soul in the Confederacy,
1861-1865 can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Wendy Fuller:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if



you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Virginia's
Private War: Feeding Body and Soul in the Confederacy, 1861-1865 provide you with new experience in
looking at a book.
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