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The doctor suddenly appeared beside Will, startling him. He was sleek and prosperous, with a dainty goatee.
Though he smiled reassuringly, the poet noticed that he kept a safe distance. In a soothing, urbane voice, the
physician explained the treatment: stewed prunes to evacuate the bowels; succulent meats to ease digestion;
cinnabar and the sweating tub to cleanse the disease from the skin. The doctor warned of minor side effects:
uncontrolled drooling, fetid breath, bloody gums, shakes and palsies. Yet desperate diseases called for
desperate remedies, of course.
Were Shakespeare's shaky handwriting, his obsession with venereal disease, and his premature retirement
connected? Did John Milton go blind from his propaganda work for the Puritan dictator Oliver Cromwell,
as he believed, or did he have a rare and devastating complication of a very common eye problem? Did
Jonathan Swift's preoccupation with sex and filth result from a neurological condition that might also
explain his late-life surge in creativity? What Victorian plague wiped out the entire Brontë family? What
was the cause of Nathaniel Hawthorne's sudden demise? Were Herman Melville's disabling attacks of eye
and back pain the product of "nervous affections," as his family and physicians believed, or did he actually
have a malady that was unknown to medical science until well after his death? Was Jack London a suicide,
or was his death the product of a series of self-induced medical misadventures? Why did W. B. Yeats's
doctors dose him with toxic amounts of arsenic? Did James Joyce need several horrific eye operations
because of a strange autoimmune disease acquired from a Dublin streetwalker? Did writing Nineteen Eighty-
Four actually kill George Orwell? The Bard meets House, M.D. in this fascinating untold story of the
impact of disease on the lives and works of some the finest writers in the English language. In Shakespeare's
Tremor and Orwell's Cough, John Ross cheerfully debunks old biographical myths and suggests fresh
diagnoses for these writers' real-life medical mysteries. The author takes us way back, when leeches were
used for bleeding and cupping was a common method of cure, to a time before vaccinations, sterilized
scalpels, or real drug regimens. With a healthy dose of gross descriptions and a deep love for the literary
output of these ten greats, Ross is the doctor these writers should have had in their time of need.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Shivers:

The book Shakespeare's Tremor and Orwell's Cough: The Medical Lives of Famous Writers gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make reading a book Shakespeare's Tremor and Orwell's Cough: The Medical Lives of Famous Writers to
become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a
book Shakespeare's Tremor and Orwell's Cough: The Medical Lives of Famous Writers. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Tyron Lenahan:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Shakespeare's Tremor and
Orwell's Cough: The Medical Lives of Famous Writers had been making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Shakespeare's Tremor
and Orwell's Cough: The Medical Lives of Famous Writers is not only giving you much more new
information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Shakespeare's Tremor and Orwell's Cough:
The Medical Lives of Famous Writers. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Katie Jones:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Shakespeare's Tremor and Orwell's Cough: The Medical Lives of Famous Writers your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get before. The Shakespeare's Tremor and Orwell's Cough: The Medical
Lives of Famous Writers giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Brenda Luna:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Shakespeare's Tremor and Orwell's Cough: The
Medical Lives of Famous Writers was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Shakespeare's Tremor and Orwell's Cough: The Medical Lives of Famous Writers has many kinds or



category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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