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In the year A.D. 8, Emperor Augustus sentenced the elegant, brilliant, and sophisticated Roman poet Ovid to
exile—permanently, as it turned out—at Tomis, modern Constantza, on the Romanian coast of the Black
Sea. The real reason for the emperor's action has never come to light, and all of Ovid's subsequent efforts to
secure either a reprieve or, at the very least, a transfer to a less dangerous place of exile failed. Two millennia
later, the agonized, witty, vivid, nostalgic, and often slyly malicious poems he wrote at Tomis remain as
fresh as the day they were written, a testament for exiles everywhere, in all ages.

The two books of the Poems of Exile, the Lamentations (Tristia) and the Black Sea Letters (Epistulae ex
Ponto), chronicle Ovid's impressions of Tomis—its appalling winters, bleak terrain, and sporadic raids by
barbarous nomads—as well as his aching memories and ongoing appeals to his friends and his patient wife to
intercede on his behalf. While pretending to have lost his old literary skills and even to be forgetting his
Latin, in the Poems of Exile Ovid in fact displays all his virtuoso poetic talent, now concentrated on one
objective: ending the exile. But his rhetorical message falls on obdurately deaf ears, and his appeals slowly
lose hope. A superb literary artist to the end, Ovid offers an authentic, unforgettable panorama of the death-
in-life he endured at Tomis.
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From reader reviews:

Mora Miller:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Poems of Exile:
Tristia and the Black Sea Letters suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era.
The actual book untitled The Poems of Exile: Tristia and the Black Sea Lettersis the main of several books in
which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world
with this book.

James Atkinson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this The Poems of Exile: Tristia and the Black Sea Letters, you may tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Timothy Reed:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just
read you can spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book The Poems of Exile: Tristia and the Black Sea
Letters it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book offers high quality.

Cynthia Kipp:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for



you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Poems of Exile: Tristia and the Black Sea Letters
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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