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According to conventional wisdom in American legal culture, the 1870s to 1920s was the age of legal
formalism, when judges believed that the law was autonomous and logically ordered, and that they
mechanically deduced right answers in cases. In the 1920s and 1930s, the story continues, the legal realists
discredited this view by demonstrating that the law is marked by gaps and contradictions, arguing that judges
construct legal justifications to support desired outcomes. This often-repeated historical account is virtually
taken for granted today, and continues to shape understandings about judging. In this groundbreaking book,
esteemed legal theorist Brian Tamanaha thoroughly debunks the formalist-realist divide.

Drawing from extensive research into the writings of judges and scholars, Tamanaha shows how, over the
past century and a half, jurists have regularly expressed a balanced view of judging that acknowledges the
limitations of law and of judges, yet recognizes that judges can and do render rule-bound decisions. He
reveals how the story about the formalist age was an invention of politically motivated critics of the courts,
and how it has led to significant misunderstandings about legal realism.

Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide traces how this false tale has distorted studies of judging by political
scientists and debates among legal theorists. Recovering a balanced realism about judging, this book
fundamentally rewrites legal history and offers a fresh perspective for theorists, judges, and practitioners of
law.
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From reader reviews:

Ernestine Miller:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide: The Role of
Politics in Judging will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book
with you?

Kenneth Kelly:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide: The Role of Politics in Judging, you can tells your family,
friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Chris Moore:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide: The Role of Politics in Judging this
book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of
you.

Regina Hash:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Beyond the Formalist-Realist Divide: The Role of
Politics in Judging can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you



to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Beyond the
Formalist-Realist Divide: The Role of Politics in Judging.
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