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Where water supply, railway transportation, and oil reserves have been abundant, towns in central West
Texas have prospered; where these resources are few, settlements have maintained only slight growth or
disappeared entirely. Supporting his conclusions with profuse statistical evidence, Robert L. Martin traces
the economic development of six major towns in the area, all with over 10,000 residents in 1960: Lamesa,
Snyder, Sweetwater, Big Spring, Midland, and Odessa.

Ranching brought the first settlers to West Texas in the 1870s and dominated the economy until 1900. In the
1880s farmers began to arrive, and between 1900 and 1930 agricultural production replaced ranching as the
most important industry.

With the influx of population came the railroad, and small settlements were established along its route.
Those with sufficient water supply prospered and, as counties were organized, became county seats and
supply centers for the surrounding agricultural regions.

The land could not support a large agricultural population, and agriculture-related manufactures soon drew
population to the towns. However, it was not until the oil discoveries of the 1920's that the modern city
emerged. After World War II, oil production and oil-related industries generated great wealth and caused a
boom in population growth and urban development. Despite the growth in prosperity, the economy is
precariously balanced. Urban centers dependent on oil—an industry of limited life—have matured in an area
without sufficient water or agricultural resources to support them. Martin concludes that, without careful
planning and a solution to the water problem, these cities could some day become ghost towns on the plains.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Seto:

This The City Moves West: Economic and Industrial Growth in Central West Texas are usually reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this The City Moves West:
Economic and Industrial Growth in Central West Texas can be on the list of great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The City Moves
West: Economic and Industrial Growth in Central West Texas forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Richard Stratton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The City Moves West: Economic
and Industrial Growth in Central West Texas reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty
The City Moves West: Economic and Industrial Growth in Central West Texas as good book not only by the
cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Sheila Robinson:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The The City Moves
West: Economic and Industrial Growth in Central West Texas provide you with a new experience in
studying a book.

Betty Bass:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this



age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The City Moves West: Economic and Industrial Growth in Central West Texas can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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