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Willie Wells was arguably the best shortstop of his generation. As Monte Irvin, a teammate and fellow Hall
of Fame player, writes in his foreword, "Wells really could do it all. He was one of the slickest fielding
shortstops ever to come along. He had speed on the bases. He hit with power and consistency. He was among
the most durable players I've ever known." Yet few people have heard of the feisty ballplayer nicknamed "El
Diablo." Willie Wells was black, and he played long before Jackie Robinson broke baseball's color barrier.
Bob Luke has sifted through the spotty statistics, interviewed Negro League players and historians, and
combed the yellowed letters and newspaper accounts of Wells's life to draw the most complete portrait yet of
an important baseball player.

Wells's baseball career lasted thirty years and included seasons in Cuba, Puerto Rico, Mexico, and Canada.
He played against white all-stars as well as Negro League greats Satchel Paige, Josh Gibson, and Buck
O'Neill, among others. He was beaned so many times that he became the first modern player to wear a
batting helmet.

As an older player and coach, he mentored some of the first black major leaguers, including Jackie Robinson
and Don Newcombe. Willie Wells truly deserved his induction into the Baseball Hall of Fame, but Bob Luke
details how the lingering effects of segregation hindered black players, including those better known than
Wells, long after the policy officially ended. Fortunately, Willie Wells had the talent and tenacity to take on
anything—from segregation to inside fastballs—life threw at him. No wonder he needed a helmet.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Steele:

With other case, little folks like to read book Willie Wells. You can choose the best book if you like reading
a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Willie Wells. You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Beverly Brown:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled Willie Wells the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The
Willie Wells giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
info for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Shane Webb:

Willie Wells can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand,
bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put
every word into joy arrangement in writing Willie Wells however doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Luke Palmieri:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Willie Wells was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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