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'The idea of a mobile strong-point, out of which the tank developed, probably occurred to most minds after
our first experience of attacking strongly entrenched positions; I first heard it suggested by an Intelligence
Corps officer as early as the Battle of the Aisne....the suggestion of using the 'Caterpillar tractor, which has
been experimented with at Aldershot in 1914, immediately arose....but it was so obvious a development that
it must have occurred simultaneously in many regiments and staff messes.' Thus stated Jphn Charteris, Sir
Douglas Haig's Director of Military Intelligence Obvious development it may have been, but the birth and
infancy of the tank were nevertheless weighed down by the by a truly remarkable burden of handicaps in
which the endeavour to solve the enormous number of technical problems which the construction of such a
vehicle presented at times to pale into insignificance compared with the endless squabbles between the
headstrong band of 'midwives' and 'monthly nurses' who gathered in it's nursery. It is essentially upon this
ill-associated bunch of intevnters, engineers, soldiers and politicians which Jack Smithers concentrates on
this fascinating study of the vehicle which was born out of the stalemate of the Western Front in the First
World War. As is inevitable in almost any work of history set in the first half of the century , the figure of
Winston Churchill looms large in the foreground, but the role that he played in this instance is remarkable
even by his standard when it is remembered that at the crucial time he was First Lord of the Admiralty and
theoretically had nothing to do with warfare on land. Foremost amongst the leading actors in the drama come
Sir Eustance Tennyson-d'Eyncourt, Sor Earnest Swinton, Bertie Stern, Sir William Tritton and Walter
Gordon Wilson. Of the last- few named will have heard, but as the author says, 'but for him there would have
been no tank. Not, at any rate, in 1916.' This is the first exhaustive study of the men behind the earliest tanks
and to quote the author again, 'they quarrelled-furiously at times- is hardly surprising, for these were strong-
willed men and great matters were at stake. Who was right and who was wrong hardly matters There is
honour enough for all of them.' The story of their quarrels and the machines they produced combine, under
Smithers' skill full pen, to make a remarkable and compelling study.
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From reader reviews:

Emma Patterson:

The book A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939 gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book A New
Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939 for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you
like wide open and read a book A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Carroll Boggess:

Beside this particular A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939 in your phone, it might
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-1939 because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book
along with read it from right now!

Gary Lopez:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank
1909-1939 was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A New Excalibur: The
Development of the Tank 1909-1939 has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading this.

Linda Thomas:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A New Excalibur: The Development of the Tank 1909-



1939 can make you feel more interested to read.
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