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How can the seeds of accountability ever grow in authoritarian environments? Embedding accountability
into the state is an inherently uneven, partial and contested process. Campaigns for public accountability
often win limited concessions at best, but they can leave cracks in the system that serve as handholds for
subsequent efforts to open up the state to public scrutiny.

This book explores the how civil society "thickens" by comparing two decades of rural citizens' struggles to
hold the Mexican state accountable, exploring both change and continuity before, during, and after national
electoral turning points. The book addresses how much power-sharing really happens in policy innovations
that include participatory social and environmental councils, citizen oversight of elections, local government
social investment funds, participation reforms in World Bank projects, community-managed food programs,
as well as new social oversight and public information access reforms. Meanwhile, efforts to exercise voice
unfold at the same time as rural citizens consider their exit options, as millions migrate to the US, where
many have since come together in a new migrant civil society.

Since explanations of electoral change do not account for how people actually experience the state, this book
concludes that new analytical frameworks are needed to understand "transitions to accountability." This
involves unpacking the interaction between participation, transparency and accountability.

Oxford Studies in Democratization is a series for scholars and students of comparative politics and related
disciplines. Volumes concentrate on the comparative study of the democratization process that accompanied
the decline and termination of the cold war. The geographical focus of the series is primarily Latin America,
the Caribbean, Southern and Eastern Europe, and relevant experiences in Africa and Asia. The series editor
is Laurence Whitehead, Official Fellow, Nuffield College, University of Oxford.
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From reader reviews:

Fidel Auxier:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Accountability Politics: Power and Voice in Rural
Mexico (Oxford Studies in Democratization). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important a book Accountability Politics: Power and Voice in Rural
Mexico (Oxford Studies in Democratization). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Mary Sexton:

The book Accountability Politics: Power and Voice in Rural Mexico (Oxford Studies in Democratization)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must
we leave the great thing like a book Accountability Politics: Power and Voice in Rural Mexico (Oxford
Studies in Democratization)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Accountability Politics: Power and Voice in Rural Mexico (Oxford Studies in Democratization) has simple
shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Monica Philson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Accountability Politics: Power and Voice in Rural Mexico (Oxford Studies in
Democratization) as the daily resource information.

Kate Vasquez:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Accountability Politics: Power and Voice in Rural Mexico (Oxford Studies in
Democratization) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person



must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt
to change your life at this book Accountability Politics: Power and Voice in Rural Mexico (Oxford Studies in
Democratization). You can more attractive than now.
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