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Lost Discoveries, Dick Teresi's innovative history of science, explores the unheralded scientific
breakthroughs from peoples of the ancient world -- Babylonians, Egyptians, Indians, Africans, New World
and Oceanic tribes, among others -- and the non-European medieval world. They left an enormous heritage
in the fields of mathematics, astronomy, cosmology, physics, geology, chemistry, and technology.

The mathematical foundation of Western science is a gift from the Indians, Chinese, Arabs, Babylonians, and
Maya. The ancient Egyptians developed the concept of the lowest common denominator, and they developed
a fraction table that modern scholars estimate required 28,000 calculations to compile. The Babylonians
developed the first written math and used a place-value number system. Our numerals, 0 through 9, were
invented in ancient India; the Indians also boasted geometry, trigonometry, and a kind of calculus.

Planetary astronomy as well may have begun with the ancient Indians, who correctly identified the relative
distances of the known planets from the sun, and knew the moon was nearer to the earth than the sun was.
The Chinese observed, reported, dated, recorded, and interpreted eclipses between 1400 and 1200 b.c. Most
of the names of our stars and constellations are Arabic. Arabs built the first observatories.

Five thousand years ago, the Sumerians said the earth was circular. In the sixth century, a Hindu astronomer
taught that the daily rotation of the earth on its axis provided the rising and setting of the sun. Chinese and
Arab scholars were the first to use fossils scientifically to trace earth's history.

Chinese alchemists realized that most physical substances were merely combinations of other substances,
which could be mixed in different proportions. Islamic scholars are legendary for translating scientific texts
of many languages into Arabic, a tradition that began with alchemical books. In the eleventh century,
Avicenna of Persia divined that outward qualities of metals were of little value in classification, and he
stressed internal structure, a notion anticipating Mendeleyev's periodic chart of elements.

Iron suspension bridges came from Kashmir, printing from India; papermaking was from China, Tibet, India,
and Baghdad; movable type was invented by Pi Sheng in about 1041; the Quechuan Indians of Peru were the
first to vulcanize rubber; Andean farmers were the first to freeze-dry potatoes. European explorers depended
heavily on Indian and Filipino shipbuilders, and collected maps and sea charts from Javanese and Arab
merchants.

The first comprehensive, authoritative, popularly written, multicultural history of science, Lost Discoveries
fills a crucial gap in the history of science.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

Here thing why this Lost Discoveries: The Ancient Roots of Modern Science--from the Baby are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from
it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Lost Discoveries: The Ancient Roots of Modern
Science--from the Baby giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no publication that similar with Lost Discoveries: The Ancient Roots of Modern Science--from
the Baby. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Lost Discoveries: The Ancient Roots of Modern Science--from the Baby in
e-book can be your choice.

Frances Hairston:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Lost Discoveries: The Ancient Roots of
Modern Science--from the Baby can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Edith Ward:

The book Lost Discoveries: The Ancient Roots of Modern Science--from the Baby has a lot details on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this book.

Susan Rogers:

This Lost Discoveries: The Ancient Roots of Modern Science--from the Baby is brand-new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Lost
Discoveries: The Ancient Roots of Modern Science--from the Baby can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that
in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't



miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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