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This book addresses the pressing issue of severe poverty and inequality, and questions why violations of
socio-economic rights are treated with less urgency than violations of civil and political rights, such as the
right to freedom of speech or to vote?
Socio-economic rights have been widely regarded as aspirational goals, rhetorically useful, but having few
practical implications for government policy and the distribution of resources within a polity. It is not
therefore surprising that socio-economic rights have been systematically neglected in the world today, with
millions still lacking access to even basic shelter, food or health care. This book seeks to provide a sustained
argument for placing renewed emphasis upon socio-economic rights
in the fight against desperate poverty. It utilizes a combination of political philosophy, constitutional law,
and public policy in its focus on the right to food, to housing, and to health care.

Part I involves the development of a philosophical theory of rights that provides a common normative
foundation for both civil and political rights and socio-economic rights. This theory involves developing an
understanding of value that recognizes individuals have fundamental interests of differing levels of urgency.
It also involves drawing an important distinction between conditional rights that flow purely from a
normative focus on the equal importance of individuals and unconditional
rights that involve competing normative and pragmatic considerations. A general theory of judicial review is
also put forward that provides a justification for judicial involvement in the enforcement of socio-economic
rights.

Part II then considers the implications of this general philosophical theory for the interpretation and
enforcement of socio-economic rights in law. The focus of this more applied discussion is upon South
Africa, where entrenched, directly justiciable socio-economic rights are expressly protected in the
constitution. The current approach of the South African Constitutional Court to their interpretation and
enforcement is considered and criticized primarily for failing to provide sufficient
content to such rights. A modified version of the minimum core approach to socio-economic rights is
proposed as an alternative way which is supported by the philosophical theory developed in the first part of
the book. This approach requires priority to be given to the worst off in society through
placing a heavy burden of justification on any society that fails to meet the minimal interests of individuals.
It also requires concrete steps to be taken towards realising a higher level of provision that guarantees
individuals the necessary conditions for realising a wide range of purposes. This is also shown to have
important policy implications both for developing and developed countries that can, it is hoped, assist in
creating an urgency and commitment towards eradicating extreme
poverty.
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From reader reviews:

Vanesa Thomas:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Poverty and Fundamental Rights: The Justification and
Enforcement of Socio-economic Rights book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style.
You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Poverty and Fundamental Rights:
The Justification and Enforcement of Socio-economic Rights content conveys prospect easily to understand
by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking Poverty and Fundamental Rights: The Justification and Enforcement of Socio-
economic Rights is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Annis Blank:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Poverty and Fundamental Rights: The Justification and
Enforcement of Socio-economic Rights can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Bonnie Vassallo:

Poverty and Fundamental Rights: The Justification and Enforcement of Socio-economic Rights can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Poverty and Fundamental Rights: The Justification and Enforcement of Socio-
economic Rights nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into
new stage of crucial imagining.

Lillian Burbank:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Poverty and Fundamental Rights: The
Justification and Enforcement of Socio-economic Rights can give you a lot of buddies because by you
looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your



friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate?
Let us have Poverty and Fundamental Rights: The Justification and Enforcement of Socio-economic Rights.
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