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At the heart of South Africa's 'miracle' transition from intractable ethno-racial conflict to democracy was an
improvised nation born out of war weariness, hope, idealism and calculated pragmatism on the part of the
elites who negotiated the compromise settlement. In the absence of any of the conventional bonds of national
consciousness, the improvised nation was fixed on the civic identity and national citizenship envisaged in the
new constitution.

In the twentieth anniversary year of the country's democracy, South Africa reviews the progress of nation-
building in post-apartheid South Africa, assesses how well the improvised nation has been embedded in a
shared life for South Africans and offers a prognosis for its future. It draws up a socio-economic profile of
the population which is the raw material of nation-building. It measures the contributions of the polity and
the constitution, religion and values, as well as sport and the media, to building a sense of national
citizenship. The book explains the abrupt discontinuity between the contributions of Nelson Mandela and
Thabo Mbeki to nation-building and goes on to note the changing focus from reconciliation between black
and white to include a concern for social cohesion in a society beset by violent crime, corruption and citizen
deviance and dissidence.

South Africa reconsiders the short, intense life cycle of Afrikaner nationalism and portrays the ambiguous
relationships between African nationalism, non-racialism, civic nationalism and 'African tradition' in the
ideology and practice of the African National Congress. In doing so, it provides a comprehensive analysis of
a crucial aspect of South Africa's first twenty years of democracy, as well as exploring intriguing questions
for the student of nationalism.
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From reader reviews:

Karon Hall:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be smart in
acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information specially this South Africa (Inventing the Nation) book because
this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Anthony Hubbard:

This book untitled South Africa (Inventing the Nation) to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone.
So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Michael Stricklin:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is definitely South Africa (Inventing the Nation).

Bobbie Freeman:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This South Africa (Inventing the Nation)
can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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