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Adopted into the Cherokee tribe as a teenager, William Holland Thomas (1805–1893), known to the
Cherokees as Wil Usdi (Little Will), went on to have a distinguished career as lawyer, politician, and soldier.
He spent the last decades of his life in a mental hospital, where the pioneering ethnographer James Mooney
interviewed him extensively about Cherokee lifeways. The true story of Wil Usdi’s life forms the basis for
this historical novella, the final published work of fiction by the late award-winning Cherokee author Robert
J. Conley.

Conley tells Wil’s story through the recollection of the old man’s memories. Wil learns the Cherokee
language while working at a trading post. The chief Yonaguska adopts the fatherless Wil, seeing to it that the
boy dresses like a Cherokee and, for all practical purposes, becomes one. Later, representing the Eastern
Band of the Cherokees in their negotiations with the federal government, Wil helps them remain in their
ancestral lands in North Carolina when most other Cherokees are sent off on the Trail of Tears to the Indian
Territory. Thus, Wil becomes popularly known as the white chief of the tribe. He continues making money
as a merchant and in 1848 is elected to the North Carolina state senate, where he assists in the creation of a
railroad system to serve the copper mines in neighboring Tennessee. During the Civil War, he leads a
Cherokee battalion in the Confederate Army and tries to persuade his cousin Jefferson Davis to expand the
battalion of fierce warriors into a regiment. His achievements make his admission into an insane asylum all
the more tragic.

The Wil Usdi of Conley’s story is in increasingly bad health, mistreated in a mental institution that to
twenty-first-century readers is little more than a jail. He dreams of women and warfare and boyhood games
of stickball. Yet even in his demented state, Wil is proud of his accomplishments and never loses his
conviction that Indians are “more human than whites.” Weaving together the disconnected stories of Wil
Usdi’s life, Conley’s blend of thorough research and imaginative prose gives readers a deep sense of post-
removal Cherokee history.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Hegland:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Wil Usdi: Thoughts from the Asylum, a Cherokee Novella
(American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series) had been making you to know about other know-
how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Wil Usdi:
Thoughts from the Asylum, a Cherokee Novella (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series) is
not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You
can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Wil
Usdi: Thoughts from the Asylum, a Cherokee Novella (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies
Series). You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jean Spence:

This Wil Usdi: Thoughts from the Asylum, a Cherokee Novella (American Indian Literature and Critical
Studies Series) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main
reason of this Wil Usdi: Thoughts from the Asylum, a Cherokee Novella (American Indian Literature and
Critical Studies Series) can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your before
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Wil Usdi: Thoughts from the Asylum, a Cherokee
Novella (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series) giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

William Lee:

The actual book Wil Usdi: Thoughts from the Asylum, a Cherokee Novella (American Indian Literature and
Critical Studies Series) will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you.
The book Wil Usdi: Thoughts from the Asylum, a Cherokee Novella (American Indian Literature and
Critical Studies Series) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Robert McKay:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Wil Usdi: Thoughts from the
Asylum, a Cherokee Novella (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said



as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants
to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible
to pick Wil Usdi: Thoughts from the Asylum, a Cherokee Novella (American Indian Literature and Critical
Studies Series) become your personal starter.
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