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Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the subject German Studies - Comparative Literature, grade: 1.3,
University of Flensburg, language: English, abstract: Throughout the history both the Eastern and the
Western parts of the world had a certain image of each other as of the opposites. The world division into ‘us’
and ‘them’ had certainly brought a number of stereotypes and prejudices. With the development of tourism,
the humanity has got more opportunities to travel around the world and to discover foreign cultures.
However, travelling did not eliminate all the stereotypes filling human minds. “Platform”, the second novel
of controversial French author Michel Houellebecq, reveals some clichés and prejudices of modern society.

This work aims to analyse stereotyped images of the West and the East civilisations described in the novel,
and to investigate the reason of their usage, as well as the impact they make on the prejudiced characters. In
order to make the analysis more effective, the essay will cover the most prominent stereotypes based on the
nation, gender, sexuality, and religion. In order to elaborate a clear line of analysis of the novel, which is a
vivid example of postmodern literature, the essay arguments are based on the works of postmodern critical
theorists writing on the Western and the Eastern civilisations (such as Jacques Derrida, Noam Chomsky,
Michel Foucault, Edward Said, Homi K. Bhabha, etc.).

To make the analysis more comprehensive the essay includes the researches of psychiatrist, psychologists,
psychoanalysis theorists and sociologists, as well as political scientists and communication theorists (Samuel
P. Huntington, Walter Lippmann, Anthony Giddens, Gordon Allport, Sigmund Freud, Slavoj Žižek, William
Cox, Patricia Devine, etc.).
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From reader reviews:

Bill Underhill:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Stereotyped images of the West and the East in Michel Houellebecq's novel "Platform" your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Stereotyped images of the West and the East in
Michel Houellebecq's novel "Platform" giving you a different experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Graham Ayala:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Stereotyped images of the West and the East in Michel
Houellebecq's novel "Platform" why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Roxanne Harrelson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This publication Stereotyped images of the West and the East in Michel Houellebecq's
novel "Platform" was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Lynne Silva:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Stereotyped images of the West and the East in
Michel Houellebecq's novel "Platform" as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In



different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Stereotyped images of the West and the East in
Michel Houellebecq's novel "Platform" to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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